
QUARTET & COUNTRY #1
Saturday 17 August 4pm 
Primrose Potter Salon 

PRESENTED BY 
Melbourne Recital Centre in association with 
Australian String Quartet 

ARTISTS
Australian String Quartet
Dale Barltrop violin
Francesca Hiew violin
Stephen King viola
Sharon Grigoryan cello

Stephen Pigram voice
Lou Bennett voice

PROGRAM 
DAVID PATERSON 
Quartettsätze – two movements for string quartet

STEPHEN PIGRAM  
Walganyagarra Buru

STEPHEN PIGRAM – arr. Grandage
Mimi

KATE MOORE
String Quartet No.3, Cicadidae

LOU BENNETT – arr. Grandage
dirt song

LOU BENNETT  
Jaara Nyilamum

Please join us for a free talk with the artists in the Primrose Potter Salon after the 
performance, from 5.10pm – 5.40pm.



PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT PARTNER

ABOUT THE ARTISTS 
For over 30 years, the Australian String Quartet (ASQ) has created unforgettable 
string quartet performances for national and international audiences. Dedicated to 
musical excellence with a distinctly Australian flavour, the ASQ’s purpose is to 
create chemistry and amplify intimacy through experiences that connect people 
with string quartet music. From its home base at the University of Adelaide, Elder 
Conservatorium of Music, the ASQ reaches out across Australia and the world to 
engage people with an outstanding program of performances, workshops, 
commissions and education programs. The ASQ musicians are privileged to 
perform on a matched set of Guadagnini instruments. Hand crafted by Giovanni 
Battista Guadagnini between c.1743-1784 in Turin and Piacenza, Italy, these 
exquisite instruments were brought together through the vision of Ulrike Klein AO. 
The instruments are on loan to the ASQ for their exclusive use through the 
generosity of UKARIA. 

Yorta Yorta Dja Dja Wurrung Dr Lou Bennett AM is a former member of the 
internationally acclaimed trio Tiddas, and during her 10 years with the band, Lou 
wrote a number of the group’s signature songs. Lou’s versatile work within the arts 
industry over the past 30 years includes various roles as performer, songwriter, 
musical and artistic director, composer, actor, soundscape designer and academic. 
Lou was a member of the Black Arm Band and was an instrumental force in the 
company’s transformative journey from being a one-off ‘special project’, into 
becoming an Indigenous performing arts company. Lou completed her PhD in 
October 2015 and her dissertation discusses the importance and relevance of 
Indigenous language retrieval, reclamation and regeneration through the medium 
of the arts to enhance community health and wellbeing. In 2017 Lou was accepted 
as the McKenzie Postdoctoral Research Fellow at The University of Melbourne and 
was inducted onto the Victorian Women’s Honour Roll. This year Lou accepted the 
appointment as a member (AM) of the Order of Australia for her significant service 
to the performing arts, particularly to music, and the Indigenous community.

This performance is supported by the Robert Salzer Foundation. 
Quartet and Country is a commissioning project between the Port Fairy Spring Music Festival 
and its 2016-2019 Artistic Director, composer Iain Grandage, UKARIA and the Australian String 
Quartet. 

Melbourne Recital Centre proudly stands on the land of the Kulin Nation and we pay our 
respects to Melbourne’s First People, to their Elders past and present, and to our shared future. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




