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PROGRAM
SAMANTHA WOLF
Want Not – Australian premiere
JACOB ABELA
Fixations – Australian premiere
HOLLY HARRISON
Lobster Tales and Turtle Soup
SAMUEL SMITH
Species* – Australian premiere
*This work has been nominated for consideration for the Contemporary Masters
Award 2018, which is generously supported by friends of Stephen McIntyre AM.
ABOUT THE MUSIC
Influenced by environmentalism, minimalism, and extreme frugality, Want
Not explores the sonic potential of discarded objects, breathing new life into
everyday items that would otherwise become landfill. Fixations is comprised
of a series of sound states organised in a way which encourages both inward
and outward listening. The motives arising from this process are incorporated
into the larger form of the piece. Holly Harrison's Lobster Tales and Turtle
Soup is inspired by chapters nine and 10 of Lewis Carroll's Alice in
Wonderland. An amalgamation of musical styles and genres, the piece reflects
Carroll's whimsical characters.

Species gathers together a collection of grief-soaked sonic artifacts that are
assembled to create an austere and fragile ecology. Reflecting on species loss
and the experience of grief, Species finds an analogue to the uncanny
experience of a changed environment in the denaturing and degrading of
familiar sounds.
ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Rubiks Collective is one of Melbourne’s most dynamic contemporary art music
ensembles, bringing together some of Australia’s most exciting and versatile
young performers. Since debuting in 2015, the Ensemble has been hailed as 'a
formidable contribution to Australia’s growing community of contemporary
music makers' (Partial Durations) and commended for its 'incredibly personal,
strangely spiritual and ultimately deeply touching' performances (Limelight
Magazine). With a particular interest in storytelling and cross-art collaboration,
Rubiks Collective has established a reputation for excellence, delighting
audiences with its unique programming and dazzling virtuosity. Formed at the
Australian National Academy of Music (ANAM), its musicians have collectively
appeared in festivals including Sydney and Melbourne Festivals, Bendigo
International Festival of Exploratory Music, Bang on a Can Festival, Eighth
Blackbird Creative Lab, Port Fairy Spring Music Festival and Huntington Estate
Music Festival. The Ensemble was selected as Forest Collective’s 2015 Ensemble
in Residence and performed alongside Forest in the 2015 Metropolis New Music
Festival. Rubiks Collective recently launched The Pythia Prize, a new annual
commission project that sees an Australian female composer collaborate with
Rubiks to create a new work. The inaugural Pythia Prize winner is Samantha
Wolf, with this evening's concert featuring the Australian premiere of her new
work, Want Not.
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