
Encore!

Melbourne Recital Centre
Encore Bequest Circle



Your legacy lives on...
When you leave a bequest to Melbourne Recital Centre, 
you become a member of the Encore Bequest Circle.  
This extraordinary group of donors guarantees the 
Centre’s future provision over five impact areas – 
programming diversity, access to music for all, a 
platform for the very best music, nurturing young  
artists and innovative forms of outreach that share 
music beyond the walls of the Centre.

Lily Higson-Spence
Bach Competition Winner, June 2015
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Melbourne Recital Centre is a place where bold music 
makers and passionate audiences from all walks of life make 
connections that resonate for a lifetime. It is undoubtedly one 
of the world’s best places to enjoy and be enriched by music.

We are proud and humbled to be the Centre’s Inaugural 
Bequest Patrons. We feel extremely grateful that our 
endowment gift will ensure the Centre continues to play  
the leadership role that puts Melbourne and Australia at the 
vanguard of music. And we are delighted our commitment is 
honoured through a much closer relationship with the Centre.

Every bequest improves the Centre’s ability to lead the 
Australian music scene for generations to come, supporting 
innovation and excellence. Larger gifts enable the Centre to 
take bigger steps in planning with confidence.

Bequests received from public-spirited individuals are 
enormously appreciated and benefit the entire community.  
So we encourage you to join us in guaranteeing the future  
of the best place to hear through your legacy.

JIM COUSINS AO & LIBBY COUSINS
INAUGURAL ENCORE BEQUEST CIRCLE PATRONS

It is so important to invest in the future of  
Melbourne Recital Centre, to ensure its programs  
are vibrant for generations to come.“



THE BEVERLEY SHELTON &  
MARTIN SCHÖNTHAL BEQUEST STORY

A gift from the Estate of Beverley Shelton and Martin Schönthal has been 
transformational for Melbourne Recital Centre, enabling outreach 
activities that would otherwise have been far beyond our capacity.

Displaced from his homeland, 
Martin Schönthal arrived in Australia 
as a migrant during World War II. 
Martin’s experience coupled with 
Beverley’s love for the arts shaped 
their legacy which aims to create 
opportunities to bring all members of 
our community together through shared 
experiences with the arts.

Beverley and Martin’s gift enabled a full 
day of free, joyous, community music 
making on the Centre’s Fifth Birthday 
where over 5000 participants 
came together to make and share 
great music, including Voices without 
Borders, a music group of the Adult 

Migrant Education Services Community 
Detention Program and the Choir of 
Hope and Inspiration. It was the 
beginning of ongoing relationships with 
many people who attended, some for  
the very first time.

The balance of their bequest now 
supports our core aims of presenting a 
diverse range of music to the broadest 
possible audience.

We are proud to honour the background 
and ethos of Martin Schönthal and 
Beverley Shelton, which aligns with our 
mission to create a world standard music 
venue that belongs to all Victorians.



Making a bequest

Melbourne Recital Centre’s 
Fifth Birthday Celebration, 
February 2014
Greg Barrett Photography

You can help the Centre flourish now and into the 
future with an outright gift, bequest, trust or other 
planned gift.

Encore Bequest Circle Patrons contribute cash, property, 
shares and other assets to the Centre as part of their estate 
planning. Every gift is appreciated enormously and benefits 
the entire community.

Your gift can be directed towards the specific impact 
area that is important to you. Unrestricted gifts, however, 
provide the Centre with maximum flexibility to direct your 
legacy to meet artistic and financial needs as they arise 
in the future. Regardless, your enduring gift lives on for 
generations of music lovers and music makers to come.

Each gift to the Encore Bequest Circle requires careful 
consideration based on individual circumstances. We 
recommend that you speak with your legal adviser before 
making any decisions regarding the eventual distribution  
of your estate.  

Our Development Staff is pleased to help you and your 
adviser decide upon the gift that best aligns with your 
interest area and the needs of the Centre. We welcome the 
opportunity to provide you with assistance and information, 
in confidence and without obligation.



Barbara Blackman gave a bouquet to the world’s musicians in the form 
of Fifty Flowers, a 1978 painting by her former husband Charles Blackman. 
The painting resides in the Centre’s Green Room where it is enjoyed by 
and inspires over one thousand international and Australian musicians 
each year.

The painting had a touching genesis: 
during their separation Barbara sent 
Charles a bunch of 50 golden flowers 
for his 50th birthday, which Charles 
‘returned’ in the form of this painting 
when Barbara herself turned 50.

Barbara was inspired to give Fifty Flowers 
to Melbourne Recital Centre by the 
example of the Centre’s Founding 
Patron Dame Elisabeth Murdoch AC DBE, 
a woman Barbara admired greatly.

Fifty Flowers joins the Centre’s other 
works of art; the tapestry, Dulka Warngiid 
(Land of All) created by the Australian 
Tapestry Workshop and commissioned 
by The Hugh Williamson Foundation, and 
a suite of lithographs by Australian artist 
Fred Williams, given to the Centre by the 
late artist’s wife, Lyn Williams AM.

Fifty Flowers (1978) – detail
Charles Blackman OBE
Michael Christian Photography

THE BARBARA BLACKMAN  
BEQUEST STORY



Types of bequests

Here are five options for including a bequest in your Will. All offer 
the advantage of maintaining the strength and power of your gift to 
sustain Melbourne Recital Centre into the future.

RESIDUARY WILL BEQUEST

Once you have looked after your family 
and friends and any debts, you may 
choose to leave what remains to a 
charitable organisation like Melbourne 
Recital Centre. This is a residuary 
bequest, because it means the residue 
or remainder of your estate. Many 
people choose this option because it 
means you look after your loved ones 
and other commitments first.

PERCENTAGE RESIDUARY WILL BEQUEST

An alternative is to give whatever 
percentage of the residue of your estate 
you wish to either one or a range of 
charitable beneficiaries.  

SPECIFIC WILL BEQUEST

You may choose to nominate a dollar 
amount, expressed either as a nominal 
amount or as a percentage of your 
estate, up to 100%. 

CONTINGENT WILL BEQUEST

This type of bequest indicates that all or 
a portion of your estate would be given to 
a charitable organisation like Melbourne 
Recital Centre only if the natural 
beneficiaries do not survive the donor. 

DONOR DIRECTED BEQUESTS

You may wish to direct your bequest 
toward a specific purpose that aligns 
with Melbourne Recital Centre’s 
objectives and impact areas. We would 
be pleased to discuss your intentions. 
Considerations include alignment 
with the mission and objectives of the 
Centre; wording that encompasses 
your intent but also ensures continuing 
relevance; and the timeframe of the 
gift – is it to be perpetual or to be drawn 
down over a specific period of time?

WORKS OF ART 

The Centre is not a collecting institution 
and has little suitable exhibition space. 
It can accept gifts of artwork only in 
rare circumstances.

This information is of a general nature. 
Once again we recommend you consult 
your solicitor who is best placed to 
provide advice suitable to your situation.

The Centre’s Philanthropy and Bequest 
Manager can assist you with suggested 
wording to consider with your advisor. All 
enquiries of this nature are treated with 
strictest confidence and are non-binding.



Encore Bequest Circle

When you leave a personal legacy to  
Melbourne Recital Centre, you become  
a member of the Encore Bequest Circle. 

As an Encore Bequest Circle Patron you  
will have the opportunity to have your name 
listed in performance programs and other  
print and online publications. You will also  
be invited to participate in special gatherings, 
concerts, behind-the-scenes tours and other 
exclusive events.

“I cannot imagine what my life would have 

been like without music. When I look back 

on all the wonderful music I’ve been 

privileged to hear at Melbourne Recital 

Centre, I realise how important it is for these 

concerts to continue for the pleasure and 

enrichment of future audiences. By leaving 

a bequest, I am very happy to play a small 

part in making this possible. 

MARY VALLENTINE AO



“Melbourne Recital Centre provides  

a unique venue to present a wide range 

of musical genres from jazz through 

classical to Baroque and beyond.  

It is my wish that many who attend 

performances regularly will contribute 

materially to the success of this centre 

for excellence by becoming bequestors. 

KEN BULLEN

Christine Brewer Master Class
Salon, July 2012
Dansk Photography



Bequest pledge & enquiry form

PERSONAL DETAILS
TITLE POSTNOMINALS

NAME/S

ADDRESS

SUBURB STATE POSTCODE

EMAIL

PHONE MOBILE

NOMINEE’S DETAILS
TITLE POSTNOMINALS

NAME/S

ADDRESS

SUBURB STATE POSTCODE

EMAIL

PHONE MOBILE

 I have made a provision for Melbourne Recital Centre in my Will by leaving;

  a residuary bequest     a contingent Will bequest

  a percentage residuary bequest    a specific Will bequest    

  a donor directed bequest

If you would like to tell us the details of the approximate value of your 
intended bequest, please state here. All information you provide is 
handled in the strictest confidence and is non-binding.

APPROXIMATE 
VALUE:

$

   Please contact me to discuss my intended bequest.

   I would like my bequest to be anonymous.

   I would like to learn more about the Encore Bequest Circle.  
Please forward more information on bequest options.

Please contact me/my nominee regarding  
Melbourne Recital Centre’s Encore Bequest Circle

Return marked confidential to:

Development Office, Melbourne Recital Centre, Reply Paid 85302, Southbank VIC 3006



Scharoun Ensemble
Elisabeth Murdoch Hall, November 2010
Daniel Ng Photography

CONFIDENTIAL ENQUIRIES TO:

Philanthropy & Bequest Manager
03 9207 2664
development@melbournerecital.com.au



31 Sturt St, Southbank 3006 VIC Australia
03 9699 3333 | melbournerecital.com.au


