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ARTISTS
Anja & Zlatna
Aleksandra 'Anja' Acker artistic director/voice 
Kirsty Morphett voice
Ryan Williams recorders
Tim Nicholson double bass/balaikas
Donald Nicolson harpsichord
Matthew Horsley uilleann pipes/percussion

PROGRAM
TRADITIONAL 
An Londubh is an Chéirseach (Irish)

TRADITIONAL
Nedeljo (Bulgaria)
Slavite Gospoda (Serbian)
The enemy burnt my home (Russian)

JERZY PETERSBURSKI (1895 - 1979) 
Utamljonoe Solnce

HENRY LE BAILLY (? - 1637)
Yo soy la Locura

Medley
TRADITIONAL
Fandango (Mexico)
Malaguena Salerosa (Mexico)

Medley
TRADITIONAL
Jesenje Lisce (Serbian)
ARCHIBALD JOYCE
Songe d'Automne

DMITRI SHOSTAKOVICH (1906 - 1975) 
Suite for Jazz Orchestra No.2

Waltz II

TRADITIONAL
Zapevala Sojka Ptica (Bosnian)
Oj Coko, Coko (Serbian)
Belo lice ljubav vas (Macedonia)
Luce bilo (Ukraine)



ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Aleksandra (Anja) Acker formed Anja & Zlatna in 2013. The ensemble seeks to 
preserve the beauty of traditional melodies and enhance them with the structural 
architecture of the Baroque, whilst fusing the practices of 17th century and folk 
improvisational languages. It has a unique sound, due in part to the original 
approach to instrumentation; the use of harpsichord in a prominent role is a key 
factor – sometimes one hears multiple guitars, sometimes a cimbalom or the 
texture of an accordion. The various possibilities of the modern flute are explored, 
the sounds ranging from Baroque flute to Eastern wind instruments such as kaval 
or ney with their intriguing vibrato and intonations. The techniques used by the 
vocalists vary from traditional European technique to Bulgarian chest voice. The 
versatility of the double-bass is derived from folk instruments such as the Russian 
balalaika family (and look out for a cameo appearance from the ever-popular 
mouth harp). The ensemble has released two exceptionally well-received albums 
of this moving music: Ruse Kose and Oj, Vesela Veselice.

Melbourne Recital Centre acknowledges the people of the Kulin nation on whose land this concert is being presented.
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