
ANAM Prizewinners at the Salon

Tuesday 29 August 2017 6pm, Salon

PRESENTED BY
Melbourne Recital Centre

Featuring the winner of the St Silas ANAM Achievement Award, Alexander 
Arai-Swale on double bass, and the winner of the 2016 ANAM Directors Prize, 
oboist Stephanie Dixon, deemed by ANAM’s Artistic Director and Faculty to 
be the most outstanding musician of the year.

ARTISTS
Alexander Arai-Swale double bass
Stephanie Dixon oboe
Aidan Boase piano

PROGRAM
GEORG PHILIPP TELEMANN (1681 - 1767)
Fantasy No.6 in D minor for oboe, TWV40:6

FRANCIS POULENC (1899 - 1963)
Oboe Sonata, FP 185
 I Élégie
 II Scherzo
 III Déploration

AMILCARE PONCHIELLI (1834 - 1886)
Capriccio for oboe & piano, Op.80

FRÉDÉRIC CHOPIN (1810 - 1849)
Cello Sonata in G minor, Op.65 transcribed for double bass

I Allegro moderato
II Scherzo
III Largo
IV Finale. Allegro

ABOUT ANAM 
The Australian National Academy of Music (ANAM) is dedicated to the artistic and 
professional development of the most exceptional young classical musicians from 
Australia and New Zealand. Renowned for its innovation and energy, ANAM is committed 
to pushing the boundaries of how music is presented and performed.
During the year, ANAM invites an impressive list of national and international guest artists 
to work with their musicians and faculty to present over 180 events including concerts, 
masterclasses and discussions. Contributing to the vibrancy of the local music culture, 
ANAM aims to inspire future music leaders encouraging audiences to share the journey. 
For more information on ANAM and ANAM events visit anam.com.au or phone 
03 9645 7911



ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Stephanie Dixon has played oboe since the age of 14, and graduated in 2013 with a 
Bachelor of Music in Advanced Performance from the Queensland Conservatorium 
Griffith University, where she studied with Eve Newsome on a Sir Samuel Griffith 
Scholarship. She was awarded the Rudolf Pekarek Oboe Prize, the Griffith Award for 
Academic Excellence (2010-2013), the 4MBS Chamber Music prize, and was a finalist in 
the prestigious Brisbane Club Award. 
She commenced her studies at the Australian National Academy of Music (ANAM) in 2014 
under the tutelage of Jeffrey Crellin and was awarded the Directors Prize at the 
culmination of her studies. In 2014 she had the pleasure of playing principal oboe with 
the Sydney Sinfonia as well as spending five months playing in Cameron Mackintosh’s 
acclaimed production of Les Miserables in Melbourne. She was the winner of the open 
section of the Australasian Double Reed Society competition in 2015 as well as a semi-
finalist in the annual ANAM Concerto Competition and a finalist in the ANAM Chamber 
Music Competition later that year.
In 2016 Steph travelled to play with the Mahler Chamber Orchestra in Germany touring 
concerts in Dortmund, Essen, and Cologne. She also toured with acclaimed Finnish 
pianist, Paavali Jumpanen in Geelong, Perth, and Brisbane, presenting a concert of 
chamber works with fellow ANAM musicians. Steph had the pleasure of curating and 
performing her own chamber music concert, Baroque Winds, as part of the Brisbane 
Baroque Festival’s 5x5x5 series.
Steph is a casual musician with the Queensland Symphony Orchestra, the Melbourne 
Symphony Orchestra, Orchestra Victoria, the Canberra Symphony Orchestra, the 
Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra and the Darwin Symphony Orchestra and enjoys the 
opportunity to combine music and travel. 

Alexander Arai-Swale began taking cello lessons at the age of six. While completing his 
degree at the University of Waikato (NZ), Alexander set off with his cello quartet to the 
United Kingdom and toured for two months as a recipient of the 2014 Pettman/Royal 
Over-Seas League ARTS International Chamber Music Scholarship. There, he performed 
in venues such as St. Martin-in-the-Fields, and Royal Over-Seas House in Edinburgh as a 
part of the Fringe Festival.
Alexander had been receiving lessons on the side with Hiroshi Ikematsu but in 2015 he 
formally changed his major to double bass performance and began lessons with Joan 
Perarnau-Garriga. In his first year of being at the Australian National Academy of Music 
(ANAM), he was a finalist in the ANAM Concerto Competition, where he was awarded the 
Audience Prize after performing with the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra under the 
baton of Johannes Fritzsch. He was also short-listed out of past and present ANAM 
musicians to audition for a position at the Berlin Philharmonic’s Karajan Academy. 
Alexander subsequently received the St. Silas ANAM Achievement Award for the best 
first year musician. 
In 2017, Alexander is continuing his studies at ANAM under the guidance of Damien 
Eckersley.

Melbourne Recital Centre acknowledges the people of the Kulin nation on whose land this concert is being presented.
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