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ARTISTS
Melbourne Guitar Quartet
Dan McKay standard/treble
Michael MacManus standard/treble 
Benjamin Dix standard/baritone
Jeremy Tottenham standard/bass

Joined by members of 
Victorian Guitar Orchestra

PROGRAM

W.A. MOZART (1756 - 1791) (arr. J. Tottenham) 
La clemenza di Tito, K.621: Overture 

GIUSEPPE VERDI (1813 - 1901) (arr. Douglas Gibson) 
Selections from La traviata 

GEORGES BIZET (1838 - 1875) (arr. W. Kanengeiser) 
Selections from Carmen

ASTOR PIAZZOLLA (1921 - 1992) (arr. C. Donovan) 
Selections from Maria de Buenos Aires

CLAUDIO MONTEVERDI (1567 - 1643) (arr. Douglas Gibson) 
Selections from L’Orfeo

L O C A L 
H E R O E S



ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Formed in 2005, Melbourne Guitar Quartet (MGQ) is a vibrant guitar based ensemble 
dedicated to the development of chamber music repertoire for the instrument. Utilising 
the unique concept of the Guitar Family of instruments (classical bass guitar, baritone 
guitar, standard guitar, treble guitar and octave guitar), the award-winning MGQ are 
continuously cultivating groundbreaking arrangements of major works for this idiom.

MGQ exhibits the broader timbral spectrum of the instruments through the use of the 
Guitar Family, while at times incorporating percussion instruments into their 
arrangements. Embodying a dynamic and theatrical on-stage musical persona, MGQ is one 
of only two quartets in Australia pursuing the genre seriously, aiming to welcome 
audiences who are curious about hearing new music and established favourites through 
the rich and beautiful sound of the guitar quartet.

In 2008 MGQ released their debut recording Four Elements to critical acclaim. They 
followed up with their second studio album in 2010, Toccata, launched at the Adelaide 
International Guitar Festival to a sold out audience and receiving to high acclaim once 
again. 

Following these successes, MGQ spent several years rehearsing and developing new 
arrangements before recording their third album, In Colour; the group’s most thematic 
album to date, which took a fresh look at Spanish and Impressionistic repertoire. MGQ 
launched the release of In Colour as part of Melbourne Recital Centre’s 2014 Local Heroes 
concert series. 

MGQ have been performing regularly as part of Local Heroes, attracting multiple sold out 
audiences including their ‘Baroque Re-Worked’ concert, featuring collaboration with piano 
and didgeridoo in J.S Bach’s Keyboard Concerto in D Minor, BWV 1052. In 2015 MGQ was 
recipient of the Contemporary Masters Award for their performance of News from 
Nowhere by Australian guitarist/composer, Phillip Houghton.

Melbourne Guitar Quartet wish to acknowledge the support of Hannabach Strings.

Melbourne Recital Centre acknowledges the people of the Kulin nation on whose land this concert is being presented.
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