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ARTISTS
Ludovico's Band
Marshall McGuire triple harp
Tommie Andersson theorbo/guitar
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PROGRAM
CLAUDIO MONTEVERDI (1567 - 1643)
L’orfeo: favola in musica, SV 318

Toccata 
Prologue
Act 1 – excerpts

Il ritorno d’Ulisse in patria SV 325
 Act 1, Scene 1 
 Sinfonia
 Di misera Regina
 Sinfonia

L'incoronazione di Poppea, SV 308
Sinfonia
Prologo – Fortuna, Virtu, Amore
Act 1, Scene 5 – Disprezzata regina
Act 1, Scene 6 – A dio Roma 
Act 2, Scene 12 – Hor che Seneca é morto
 Sinfonia



ABOUT THE THE PROGRAM
Orfeo 
The scene is set for the wedding of Orfeo and Euridice. La Musica descends to inform the 
assembled guests that she has been sent from the Kingdom of the gods to celebrate their 
excellent and splendid qualities. 'Music can make peaceful every restless heart, and 
inflame the coldest minds'. She speaks of Orpheus who can tame the wild beasts with his 
singing. The wedding guests sings praises and throw garlands for the wedding of the 
happy couple, celebrating that all sorrows are ended and all desires accomplished. They 
note that Orpheus, whose food previously was made of sighs and whose only drink was 
his tears, is today filled with joy, and that he can ask nothing more. But we know this 
story will soon take another turn...

Il ritorno d'Ulisse in patria (The return of Ulysses to his homeland)
Penelope is in her palace in Ithaca, longingly awaiting the return of her husband Ulysses, 
who set out for the Trojan Wars twenty years earlier. Her nurse Ericlea joins her in the 
lament ('Unhappy Ericlea, inconsolable nursemaid, companion in grief of my beloved 
queen'), and the two women invoke his return ('Torna, torna Ulisse') - just as a stormy sea 
will be made tranquil, so a departure must be accompanied by a return. 

L'incoronazione di Poppea (The Coronation of Poppea)
Monteverdi's last, great opera is a struggle between fortune, virtue and love.  The scene 
opens with Virtue and Fortune taunting each other about who is more powerful - 
Fortune telling Virtue that she is a deity without a temple, a goddess without 
worshippers, despised, neglected and disagreeable. Virtue counters by telling Fortune 
that she was once a queen, now of low estate, selling all her privileges and titles to buy 
food and drink. All her worshippers now seems like a painted fire, which neither warms 
nor shines. Amore appears, and announces that she teaches the virtues and tames 
Fortune, defeating time, age and every other God. Eternity and I, she proclaims, are twins. 
Virtue and Fortune mockingly agree, as Amore sets out to prove her power by telling the 
story of Poppea, ambitious and lustful mistress of Nero.

Later on, the disgraced queen Ottavia ('Disprezzata regina'), spurned wife of Nero, 
laments that while nature and heaven made women free, marriage enslaves them. 
'Where, where are you cursed husband? In the arms of Poppea.' She later bids farewell to 
her homeland ('A, a, a, a Dio Roma'), going to suffer exile in bitter grief, the air which 
hourly receives her sighs carrying them to kiss the walls of her native land. 

Poppea sings of the death of the philosopher Seneca, and asks Amore to make her the 
wife of her King. Her nurse Arnalta notes that ’the most restless emotion is mad 
ambition... for in two things alone is Jove powerless: he cannot make death enter heaven, 
nor truth to be found in court'. Arnalta (not short of ambition herself) sings that Poppea is 
always, always singing the same song about marriage, as Poppea, in the garden, prepares 
for sleep in the open air.

Words by Marshall McGuire
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Next Ludovico's Band Concert
Monteverdi: The Grand Madrigals
Tuesday 21 November 6pm, Salon
Featuring Lamento d'Arianna & Il Ballo delle ingrate 
With The Consort of Melbourne




