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PROGRAM 
Joseph Haydn (1732-1809) 
Piano Trio No.43 in C, Hob.XV:27

1. Allegro
2. Andante
3. Finale. Presto

Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)
Piano Trio No.2 in C, Op.87

1. Allegro Moderato
2. Andante con moto
3. Scherzo: Presto
4. Finale: Allegro giocoso

ABOUT THE MUSIC 
Haydn’s Trio No.27 dates from his second visit to London in 1795. It is 
one of three trios dedicated to the pianist Therese Bartolozzi who, on 
the evidence of the keyboard writing here, was a musician of some skill. 
The opening movement begins with the topic of the fanfare, before the 
development visits contrapuntal terrain that is almost Baroque. Haydn 
was a master of the congenial slow movement, constructed for the 
drawing room: though this one also contains a couple of passionate 
interludes that are then subdued. The final movement is Haydn at his 
sparkling and exhilarating best, and making demands on piano and 
violin in particular that transcend the amateur origins of the genre.

Brahms was rising to the height of his creative powers when he 
composed his Piano Trio No.2 in the 1880s, writing to his publisher: 
'You have not yet had such a beautiful trio from me and very likely have 
not published its equal in the last 10 years.'
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The trio’s opening movement shares the heroic character of the 
recently completed third symphony. The strings open with a unison 
solo statement that sets the mood for the entire work, often combining 
forces in this way throughout, perhaps to give a strong enough 
partnership for the potentially overwhelming concerto-style power of 
the keyboard. But there is scope for intimacy too – in some of the cello’s 
glorious tenor phrases you could be mistaken for thinking you are 
listening to a Schubert song. The Andante, a theme with five variations, 
is very Hungarian in flavour, with that recognisable rhythmic snap right 
at the beginning, which the strings play in unison. Some of the 
variations are more remote than usual – small snippets of melody are 
passed around the group while the piano offers a shimmering 
backdrop. The scherzo is typically Brahmsian in style – a light-footed, 
ethereal outer section with a surprisingly trio glorious enough to bring 
a tear to our eye. The finale is brilliant, concise and much lighter than 
would be expected of such a work but completes the entire story in the 
manner of a recessional.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
For more than two decades, Helen Ayres (violin), Tim Nankervis (cello) 
and Anna Goldsworthy (piano) have revitalised Australia’s love of the 
piano trio artform with their effortless virtuosity, sophisticated 
programs and brilliant ensemble playing. Just as the ensemble’s name 
implies, Seraphim Trio represents chamber music-making of the 
highest order. Anna Goldsworthy is Melbourne Recital Centre's Artist-
&-Writer-in-Residence in 2021. 

seraphimtrio.com




