DECISIVE MOMENTS

Saturday 17 April 2021, 3pm & 6.30pm
Primrose Potter Salon
Presented by Melbourne Recital Centre & Benaud Trio
ARTISTS
Benaud Trio
Lachlan Bramble violin
Ewen Bramble cello
Amir Farid piano
PROGRAM
Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)
Piano Trio in G, Op.1 No.2
1. Adagio – Allegro vivace
2. Largo con espressione
3. Scherzo. Allegro
4. Finale. Presto
David John Lang (b. 1988)
The Tied Test*
1. West Indies 453
2. Australia 505
3. West Indies 284
4. Australia 232
*This work was commissioned by Benaud Trio with the support of Arts South Australia.

ABOUT THE MUSIC
The Tied Test is a tribute to the greatest cricket match ever played:
the First Test of the West Indies tour of Australia in the summer of
1960-61. Its four movements correspond to the four innings of that
game, each bar of music representing one eight-ball over, and the
whole piece is built entirely out of motifs that sound like the names
of the 22 players involved. In each innings, the piano represents the
bowling team while the violin and cello are the batsmen; thus,
strings and piano are always playing against each other, not
together. The result is a rich, contrapuntal flow of music, similar to
how test cricket weaves together the stories of individual players
into an engaging narrative.

You’ll hear the West Indies come out swinging in their first innings, a
scintillating 132 from Garry Sobers delighting the crowd and setting up a
strong total. As the West Indies gain the upper hand, the music turns
‘calypso’; and then just when the Australians think they’re about to
bowl them out, Wes Hall comes in and hits an entertaining 50 in the
Coda. Australia’s first innings (the second movement), is much slower.
This is good, old-fashioned test cricket, the West Indian bowlers (piano)
applying relentless pressure, and the batsmen (strings) patient in
defence, accruing runs gradually. A determined 181 from Norm O’Neill
eventually gives Australia the lead, but the tail-end batsmen falter and
the innings is quickly snuffed out. The Aussie bowlers, led by Alan
Davidson, get on a bit of a (rock ‘n’) roll in the third movement, but the
West Indians grimly hang on for a full day of batting and reach a
defendable total. With both teams aggressively pursuing a win, the final
innings is one of ever-mounting tension. Wes Hall gives the West Indies
the early advantage, but then Alan Davidson and captain Richie Benaud
launch an unexpected counterattack that nearly sees Australia home.
The chaotic final over leaves everyone bewildered: who won? It’s a tie!
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Benaud Trio is one of Australia’s finest and most-loved chamber
ensembles. Since coming together more than 15 years ago, pianist Amir
Farid and the Bramble brothers (Lachlan on violin and Ewen on cello)
have established themselves as formidable performers of the major
repertoire, works by Australian composers and are well-known for their
outrageous pop-inspired encores.
AMPLIFY YOUR APPLAUSE
Let your support for local artists ring on. Your donation to
the Local Artist Appeal today goes directly to musicians like
Benaud Trio to help Melbourne's vibrant community thrive:
melbournerecital.com.au/support or scan the QR code
Melbourne Recital Centre acknowledges the Traditional Custodians of the lands on which we work, live and learn. We pay our respects
to the people of the Kulin nation, their Elders past, present and emerging and to all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples.

PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT PARTNER

The Southbank Series is
made possible thanks to the
generous support of donors to
the 2021 Local Artist Appeal.

