
L O C A L 
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WHEN THE ROADS MEET: 
Balkan Crossings

Saturday 8 April 6pm, Salon

PRESENTED BY
Presented by Melbourne Recital Centre and
Anja & Zlatna

ARTISTS
Anja & Zlatna
Aleksandra 'Anja' Acker artistic director, voice 
Kirsty Morphett voice
Michael O’Connor flute
Andrew Tanner bass, mouth harp
Donald Nicolson harpsichord

PROGRAM
Traditional
Aremu (Greece/Italy)
Kutka Avel Sej Bari (Romani Hungary)
Moj Golube (Serbia)
Žubor voda žuborila (Serbia)
Mesečina (Serbia)
Kad ja podjoh na Bembašu (Bosnia)
Instrumental Peşrev (Turkey)
Malka Moma (Bulgaria)
Kaleš, bre, Andjo (Macedonia)
Na srce mi leži, mila mamo (Macedonia)
Oj, Meseče (Serbia)
Da smo se ranije sreli (Serbia)
Moja ciganućka (Russian Romani)



ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Aleksandra (Anja) Acker formed Anja & Zlatna in 2013. The ensemble seeks to 
preserve the beauty of traditional melodies and enhance them with the structural 
architecture of the Baroque, whilst fusing the practices of 17th century and folk 
improvisational languages. It has a unique sound, due in part to the original 
approach to instrumentation; the use of harpsichord in a prominent role is a key 
factor – sometimes one hears multiple guitars, sometimes a cimbalom or the texture 
of an accordion. The various possibilities of the modern flute are explored, the 
sounds ranging from Baroque flute to Eastern wind instruments such as kaval or ney 
with their intriguing vibrato and intonations. The techniques used by the vocalists 
vary from traditional European technique to Bulgarian chest voice. The versatility of 
the double-bass is derived from folk instruments such as the Russian balalaika family 
(and look out for a cameo appearance from the ever-popular mouth harp). The 
ensemble has released two exceptionally well-received albums of this moving music: 
‘Ruse Kose’ and ‘Oj, Vesela Veselice’.

Next Anja & Zlatna Concert
Love & Other Secrets
Saturday 9 September 6pm, Salon

Melbourne Recital Centre acknowledges the people of the Kulin nation on whose land this concert is being presented.
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