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PROGRAM
JOHN WALLIS (1974–)
Ave maris stella

CLAUDIO MONTEVERDI (1567–1643) 
Ecco mormorar l'onde

PER NØRGÅRD (1932–)
I hear the rain

GIOVANNI PIERLUIGI DA PALESTRINA (1525–1594)
Surge, propera amica mea 

SAMUEL BARBER (1910–1981)
To be sung on the water 

ORLANDE DE LASSUS (1532–1594)
Descendit sicut pluvia

 

Presented by Melbourne Recital Centre and The Consort of Melbourne
Wednesday 9 November 6pm, Salon

ABOUT THE MUSIC
Voices O'er the Waves is the second concert in The Consort of Melbourne’s 2016 Melbourne Recital Centre Local Heroes series Fire and 
Water. The program pays homage to a rich and varied tradition of water songs, from ancient Gregorian chant to a work written by the 
Consort of Melbourne’s own Dan Walker in the twenty-first century.

Ave maris stella (“Hail, star of the sea”) begins the program with a phrase of eighth-century plainchant; a hymn to Mary particularly 
popular in the Middle Ages. Australian composer Jonathan Wallis’s treatment of this melody involves the presentation and combination of 
various countermelodies in a manner reminiscent of the florid polyphony that appeared in Aquitania in the twelfth century. The work ebbs 
and flows, building to a full five-voiced texture for the penultimate verse. 

From the sea’s guiding star to the shore at dawn, Monteverdi’s Ecco mormorar l’onde opens with a phrase at the very bottom of each 
part’s range, describing the low murmur of morning waves. As the sun rises over the ocean, a gentle breeze ‘refreshes every burnt heart’. 

FRANK MARTIN (1890–1974)
Full fathom five

TOMÁS LUIS DE VICTORIA (1548–1611)
Super flumina Babilonis

VELJO TORMIS (1930–)
Incantation for a stormy sea

FREDERICK DELIUS (1862–1934)
To be sung of a Summer night on the water

DAN WALKER
Dusk
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PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT PARTNER

The Danish composer Per Nørgård based I hear the rain partly on ‘found sound’ (the surf at an Indian beach) as well as the overtone series, 
which the baritone’s ostinato articulates (complete with a ‘natural’ flattened seventh). The piece paints the perfect picture of being caught 
inside while endless rain falls on the windows. We follow this with Palestrina’s exuberant Surge, propera amica mea (‘arise, my love’) from 
the Song of Songs, celebrating love at the end of Winter, ‘when the rain is gone’.

Samuel Barber’s To be sung on the water has the tenors and basses repeating a steady two-bar motive throughout most of the work, like a 
pair of oars rippling in the water. It continues the romantic tone of the Palestrina, portraying a couple rowing on the river. Male and female 
singers never quite unite throughout the work, however - perhaps suggesting a sense of distance between the lovers.

We return momentarily to Nørgård’s falling rain with Lassus’ Descendit sicut pluvia (‘He comes down like rain’), a stunning motet by the 
Flemish master that sets part of psalm 71. Frank Martin’s Full fathom five, however, plunges us quickly into the depths of the ocean with 
a setting of Ariel’s song from Shakespeare’s The Tempest. The ever-moving, eerie harmonies sung by sopranos and altos suggest waving 
seaweed or penetrating flickers of light at the bottom of the sea while tenors and basses describe the sailor who lies drowned there.

In Super flumina Babilonis (‘By the rivers of Babylon’), Victoria takes us back to a river side but this time with the lament of a people who 
have lost their homeland. We follow this with Veljo Tormis’s arresting Incantation for a stormy sea, which uses whispering as well as the 
build up of simple melodic fragments to describe a passing storm – perhaps the same storm that led to the sailor’s demise in Martin’s Full 
fathom five! Tormis takes his text from the Kalevala, the nineteenth-century Finnish epic poem that draws together much of the country’s 
folklore and mythology.

After the storm, we relax with Delius’s To be sung of a Summer night on the water, a wordless and tender piece that luxuriates in rich 
chromatic harmonies. Finally, to bring the concert to a close, we answer Monteverdi’s depiction of dawn from near the beginning of the 
program with Dusk by Dan Walker. Against a seaside setting, the composer’s depiction of the setting sun gives way to an altogether more 
final dusk, in which peace is found in the moments before life’s end.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
The Consort of Melbourne is a professional vocal ensemble that champions both historic and contemporary chamber vocal repertoire. It 
comprises a core membership of eight of Melbourne’s finest chamber singers, which expands or shrinks as the repertoire demands.
The Consort has presented a regular concert series in the Melbourne Recital Centre for many years, and has also been invited to collaborate 
with groups such as The Rolling Stones, Kronos Quartet, Australian Chamber Orchestra, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, Australian Youth 
Orchestra, Melbourne Youth Orchestra, The Song Company and La Compañia.

For more information about The Consort of Melbourne, please visit thecom.com.au or facebook.com/theconsortofmelbourne

Steven Hodgson (Artistic Director) joined The Consort of Melbourne as Assistant Director in 2014 under the mentorship of Warren 
Trevelyan-Jones and Peter Tregear and with the support of the Angior Family Foundation. In April 2016 he was appointed Artistic Director 
of the group, and Voices o’er the Waves is his second concert in the role. A committed vocalist, choral conductor and composer, Steven 
performs regularly as a soloist and ensemble member with the Astra Choir, e21 and the Australian Chamber Choir. He is also the Head of 
Publishing for the Australian Music Examinations Board.
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LOCAL HEROES LEADERSHP CIRCLE:

Melbourne Recital Centre acknowledges the people of the Kulin nation on whose land this concert is being presented.

THE CONSORT OF MELBOURNE RETURNS IN 2017
We're delighted to welcome Consort of Melbourne back to the Centre in 2017 as part of the Local Heroes series.

Whispers On The Wind
Thursday 2 March 2017, 6:30pm

Earth Songs
Thursday 8 August 2017, 6:30pm

Tickets on sale soon!


