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The Giants in Music 

PROGRAM
Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756–1791)    
Sonata in G for violin and piano, K.301 
       Allegro con spirito     
       Allegro
                                                                                                                                                      
Noel Fidge                                                    
Fantasy for violin and piano (WORLD PREMIERE)

Richard Strauss (1864–1949)                      
Sonata in E-flat for violin and piano, Op.18
       Allegro ma non troppo
       Improvisation – Andante cantabile             
       Andante – Allegro

                                                                                        
                                        
                                      ABOUT THE MUSIC
Mozart's Sonata in G is the first of a group of six sonatas for violin and piano (K.301–306) composed in Mannheim and Paris during the course 
of the tour undertaken by Mozart and his mother during 1777 and 1778. The genesis of their composition apparently derived from early in the 
tour while the couple was in Munich in the autumn of 1777. 

Since retiring as a Professor of Biochemistry, Noel Fidge composes music full time. He was educated thoroughly in music, first at the Elder 
Conservatorium of Music (Adelaide), followed by Juilliard in New York. He then acted as President of The New Music Society in Canberra and 
later became the Victorian representative of the Fellowship of Australian Composers. ‘Fantasy for Violin and Piano’ (2016) was commissioned 
by Duo Chamber Melange for this performance and as the title suggests, ‘Fantasy’ is a work of imagination and contrasts, engaging both 
instrumentalists in a robust, rhetorical style.

Strauss's Violin Sonata in E-flat major, Op.18 was written between 1887-88, when Strauss was in his early twenties. It was during this time that 
Strauss fell in love with the soprano Pauline de Ahna, who later became his wife. His feelings resonate deeply throughout the piece. The Sonata 
has three movements and is full of youthful energy, hope and anticipation. The two parts (the violin and the piano) are densely written, creating 
a symphonic texture. And even though it is a sonata, it is almost as if the two instruments are playing a double concerto.
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ABOUT LOCAL HEROES 2016
Local Heroes is the easiest way to rediscover your love of chamber music or take delight in experiencing it for the first time. From strings to piano, early music to contemporary, art 
song to tango, there’s something for every musical taste. This year Local Heroes showcases 19 acclaimed ensembles in 44 concerts in the 
award-winning acoustics of Melbourne Recital Centre’s Salon and Elisabeth Murdoch Hall. Want to get to know the artists and learn more about the music they love 
to perform? Visit localheroes.melbourne to discover more.

PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT PARTNER
The Klein Family Foundation
Andrew & Theresa Dyer
Jean Hadges

Dr Garry Joslin & Prof Dimity Reed AM
Craig Reeves
Majlis Pty Ltd

LOCAL HEROES LEADERSHP CIRCLE:

Melbourne Recital Centre acknowledges the people of the Kulin nation on whose land this concert is being presented.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Duo Chamber Melange is a wonderful partnership between internationally acclaimed musicians, Ivana Tomášková (violin) and Tamara Smolyar (piano). Both 
musicians have produced numerous recordings for national and international broadcasters and performed in many prominent venues across three continents. A 
number of composers have also written music for them as soloists and chamber musicians. Duo Chamber Melange’s versatile repertoire embraces classical and 
contemporary music with recent performances of works by Mozart, Beethoven, Franck, Debussy, Dvořák, Smetana, Faure, Martinů and world premieres of renowned 
Australian, European and American composers. Duo Chamber Melange has recorded for ABC Classic FM, 3MBS and on a number of international broadcasters, 
released CDs on Move and Schimmel International Artists Collection labels. Their recent international engagements included broadcast on Czech and Romanian 
National Radio, concert tours and masterclasses in Singapore and Hong Kong. 

“Duo Chamber Melange…brought out the Beethoven work’s sunny exuberance with tight ensemble work, rhythmic clarity and impressive assurance” 
–Stringendo. Vol.37

“Full marks to this well-established partnership for taking the trouble to mount to admirably focused recital... Here was an exemplary, driving collaboration, 
confident in its negotiation… Tomášková's vehemence and Smolyar’s unfussy but determined drive well harnessed for a highly persuasive interpretation”
–The Age

Born in Czechoslovakia Ivana Tomášková is a graduate of the Conservatorium in Brno, the Tchaikovsky Conservatorium in Moscow, and in 1992 she completed 
a Masters of Music at the Prague Music Academy. With wide repertoire as a soloist and as member of a number of chamber music ensembles, she has given 
concerts in many European countries, as well as America, South Africa and Australia. Since her arrival to Australia in 2000 Ivana has given solo performances 
with Melbourne Youth Orchestra, Zelman Symphony and Melbourne Musicians and masterclasses in Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, Hong Kong and Singapore. 
Ivana’s wide repertoire comprises pieces of all styles. Reviews emphasise the beauty and expressiveness of her tone, technical brilliance, and sense of style and 
remarkable poetic and singing features of her performances. Ivana has made a numerous of radio recordings for Czech Radio and the ABC and commercial CDs 
on Panton, Multisonic, Arcodiva and Move label. Ivana plays a violin made in 1770 by S. Wuzelhofer. 

Tamara Smolyar represents the finest traditions of the famous Russian piano school and comes from a family with a musical background, which spans over four 
generations. She is a winner of National Chamber Music Competition (former USSR) and was awarded the title of Best Accompanist and Chamber Musician of 
Ukraine and the former USSR. Tamara has numerous radio and TV recordings for national and international broadcasters, commercial CDs on Move, Vox Australis, 
Cantor Productions and Schimmel International Artists Collection. Her recitals, concerto and chamber music performances, masterclasses and adjudication 
activities have taken her to many prominent venues across three continents. Critics praise her for being “an interpreter of great virtuosity" and note "the 
suppleness, elegance and flexibility of Smolyar’s playing", "Technically brilliant and the interpretations truly convincing", "Sheer brilliance and artistic elegance", 
and "Colour and amazing expressive feeling.” Tamara is also Senior Lecturer, Coordinator of Piano and Ensemble Studies at the Sir Zelman Cowen School of Music, 
Monash University.

NEXT CONCERTS
Back in 2017 with the new season of Local Heroes

From Russia with Love
27th April 6.30pm, Salon 

European Sonatas 
10 November 6.30pm, Salon 

2 Concert 2017 Package $66/$49, tickets on sale soon 


