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PROGRAM
LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN (1770–1827)
Piano Trio in D, Op.70, No 1 The Ghost
 Allegro vivace e con brio
 Largo assai ed espressivo
 Presto

IGOR STRAVINSKY (1882–1971)
Three pieces for clarinet solo

BENJAMIN BRITTEN (1913–1976)
Ciaccona from Suite No.2 for solo cello

NIGEL SABIN (^1960)
Postcards from France, for clarinet and cello 
  Brittany
  By Train to Paris

MAX BRUCH (1838–1920)
Eight Pieces for clarinet, viola and piano, Op.83
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Friday 14 October 6pm  |  Salon

ABOUT THE MUSIC
Beethoven’s opus 70 is a set of two piano trios published in 1809. The Trio No 1. in D major features themes found 
in his second Symphony, and the strangely scored and eerie-sounding slow movement has led to it being dubbed 
‘The Ghost’. Originally scored for violin, cello and piano, Paul Dean’s arrangement for clarinet, cello and piano is 
a tribute to Beethoven’s Op.11 trio for the same instrumentation. 

Only five years after the tumultuous birth of Rite of Spring, Stravinsky wrote his Three Pieces for clarinet solo (1919) 
as an expression of gratitude to Werner Reinhart, who bankrolled the first production of L’histoire du soldat (Soldier’s 
Tale), and was an enthusiastic amateur clarinetist. The first of these very brief pieces lies in the instrument’s lowest 
register and contains a meandering, introspective melody. In stark contrast, the second miniature opens with 
cascading high arpeggios and is written without bar lines. The third piece whizzes by at breakneck speed and 
recalls the ‘Ragtime’ movement of Soldier’s Tale. 

Composed in the summer of 1967, the Ciaccona is the fifth movement of Britten’s Cello Suite No.2, Op.80. He wrote 
three suites for solo cello, inspired by and dedicated to Rostropovich. It employs the use of many demanding 
cello techniques and his writing style is highly specific, leaving little room for speculation as to Britten’s exacting 
standards and intimate knowledge of the workings of the cello.

Australian composer Nigel Sabin’s Postcards from France is originally scored for viola and clarinet, and arranged 
by the composer for Paul and Trish. This duet of simple, weaving lines evokes a train ride to Paris, witty and agile, 
and at times quoting snippets of music heard along the journey.

Bruch was over 70 when he wrote the Eight Pieces Op.83. Their autumnal nature isn’t surprising, given the 
composer’s age and the fact that his form of Romanticism was being displaced by more innovative techniques. 
Each of these items is a character piece, although they carry no titles more descriptive than tempo indications. All 
but the seventh are in minor keys, and are designed to draw the mellowest sound possible from the instruments. 



PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT PARTNER

A note on environmental friendliness:
In an effort to commit to greener performances, programs are printed to share one between two people. If you 
would like to download additional copies of these program notes, please visit melbournerecital.com.au/programs

31 Sturt Street, Southbank, Victoria 3006       
P: 03 9699 3333      F: 03 9207 2662 
E: mail@melbournerecital.com.au       
W: melbournerecital.com.au

Melbourne Recital Centre acknowledges the people of the Kulin nation on whose land this concert is being presented.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
The Endeavour Trio was formed in 2005. The trio has toured through Queensland and have performed at the Bangalow 
and Camden Haven Music Festivals, Brisbane Powerhouse and for ABC Classic FM. Known for their artistic excellence and 
adventurous programming, the Endeavour Trio’s combined soloists are celebrated Austalia-wide for their exuberance 
and musicality in performance. Their 2016 series has been held at Queensland Conservatorium Griffith University and 
Melbourne Recital Centre, and will expand to a four-concert series in 2017. 

Paul Dean is regarded as one of Australia’s foremost musicians in his multiple capacities as soloist, recitalist, chamber 
musician, composer and artistic director. Paul was the Artistic Director of Australian National Academy of Music (ANAM) 
from 2010–2015, and concluded his tenure at ANAM to take the position of Senior Lecturer of Clarinet and Head of 
Woodwind at Queensland Conservatorium in 2016. Paul was the Artistic Director of the Four Winds Festival and the Tutti 
Beijing International Youth Music Festival and was also the founder of the Southern Cross Soloists, the Bangalow Music 
Festival and the Sunwater and Stanwell Winter Music School. Between 1987 and 2000 he was Principal Clarinet with the 
Queensland Symphony Orchestra and has appeared as soloist with the Orchestra on over 40 occasions.  Throughout the 
years, Paul has performed with the Australian World Orchestra, the Australia Chamber Orchestra, all of the major Australian 
Symphony Orchestras, the Melbourne Chamber Orchestra, Doric Quartet, Heath Quartet, Australian String Quartet, Goldner 
String Quartet, Flinders Quartet, Tin Alley Quartet and at many festivals throughout world including the Oxford May Music 
Festival, Huntington Music Festival, Australian Festival of Chamber Music, and the Melbourne, Christchurch and Sydney 
Festivals. Paul’s recording of the Mozart and Brahms clarinet works for the Melba label, and the clarinet music of English 
composer Benjamin Frankel for German label CPO have won high praise from critics around the world.

Trish O’Brien is currently the Artistic Director of the Coffs Harbour Regional Conservatorium, tutor at Queensland 
Conservatorium and Artistic Director of the Coramba Chamber Music Festival. As guest artist, Trish has performed with the 
Navarra Quartet (UK), the Australian String Quartet, the Grainger Quartet, UK violinist Jack Liebeck, and Swedish guitarist 
Johannes Møller. She has performed and toured extensively as soloist and chamber musician throughout Australia, and 
at many festivals including the Alpine Classic Music Festival (Switzerland), Bangalow Music Festival, Camden Haven Music 
Festival, Dunkeld Festival of Music, Four Winds Festival, Rosnay Music Festival, Gold Coast Arts Festival and Queensland 
Conservatorium’s Crossbows Festival. In 2016 she performed with Paul Dean and violinist Jack Liebeck at Guildhall and 
Cambridge in the UK, and in 2017 they have been invited to perform in Portugal, Germany and Spain as part of the DSCH 
Shostakovich Ensemble. Trish was Artistic Director for the APRA award winning Camden Haven Music Festival from 
2004–2008. She has recorded for ABC Classics, ABC Classic FM and 2MBS Records. She has performed as soloist with the 
Sydney and Queensland Symphony Orchestras, and was Associate Principal with the SSO during the 90’s. With the SSO, she 
toured the UK, USA, Germany, Japan, Taiwan, Holland and Switzerland. 

Stephen Emmerson maintains a busy career as a pianist, pedagogue and scholar. He studied at University of Queensland 
before a Commonwealth Scholarship enabled him to study at New College Oxford where he graduated with a Master 
of Philosophy in 1983 and a Doctor of Philosophy degree in 1989. As a pianist, his teachers were Pamela Page and Peter 
Wallfisch. He has been on full-time staff at the Queensland Conservatorium since 1987 where he teaches various music 
literature and performance-related courses and is a founding member of the Conservatorium Research Centre. As a pianist, 
he has performed within numerous ensembles around Australia, New Zealand, Asia and the Pacific. In addition to solo 
performances on piano and fortepiano, the focus of his performance career has been within various chamber ensembles 
including the Griffith Trio and Dean-Emmerson-Dean and, in recent years, with The Emmerson-Lifschitz Duo, the Lunaire 
Collective and the Endeavour Trio. Recordings of his playing in collaboration with a variety of performers have been 
released by ABC Classics, Move Records, The Anthology of Australian Music on Disc, CPO, Tall Poppies, Contact and Melba. 


