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The Mozart of his Time

PROGRAM
Camille Saint-Saëns (1835–1921)
Piano Trio in E minor, Op. 92
 Allegro ma non troppo
 Allegretto
 Andante con moto
 Grazioso, poco allegro
 Allegro

Felix Mendelssohn (1809 - 1847)
Piano Trio No.2 in C Minor, Op. 66
 Allegro energico e fuoco
 Andante espressivo
 Scherzo. Molto Allegro quasi Presto
 Finale. Allegro appassionato

ABOUT THE MUSIC
Saint-Saëns, like Mozart and Mendelssohn, was a child prodigy. In addition to his obvious musical gifts he 
excelled in French literature, Greek, Latin, philosophy, archaeology and astronomy. 

Saint-Saëns wrote his second piano trio in 1892, when he was 57 years old. For many years he had been part of 
an organised society for the championing of French music, which he founded. For this piano trio intended to 
write something really special, a French chamber music masterpiece, and this piece was considered to be the 
greatest French piano trio up until the war. 

Unusually, the trio is in five movements, with the second and fourth movements both functioning as scherzos. The 
outside movements are weighty, with the first being dramatic and virtuosic. The piano begins with a remarkable 
texture: fast, soft repeated chords rising and falling in waves. The 2nd movement, a dance, oscillates between 
the unusual time signatures 5/8 and 5/4. The 3rd movement is a short romance, followed by a Chopin-like waltz 
in the fourth. The last movement is perhaps inspired by his many years as organist at ‘La Madeleine’, and is 
more contrapuntal and ecclesiastical in nature. It not only brings back the theme, but restates it in multitude.
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Felix Mendelssohn was one of the most precocious musical talents the world has ever known. As well as being 
a master composer and pianist, and a fine violinist, he was also gifted in many other areas – he was also a great 
painter, a poet, a chess-player and a fine athlete, among other things. He was spoken of very highly by the people he 
knew, who talk of his happiness, charm and charisma. 

His compositional style is characterised by a melodic fluency, instrumental virtuosity and a certain ease of 
expression that prompted many to compare him to Mozart. After the success of the first trio, Mendelssohn’s second 
was long awaited. Originally given as a birthday present to his sister Fanny, this trio was published with a dedication 
to the violinist Louis Spohr.

The C-minor trio follows a similar movement structure to his first piano trio in terms of character, although the 
frequent octave doublings and occasional use of a more chordal style often lend this trio a slightly more orchestral 
sonority than the first. The choice of C minor as a key is also significant for a composer of that time, in light of 
the well known examples of dramatic and pathetic C-minor works of composers such as Mozart and Beethoven. 
Mendelssohn’s choice of C minor here seems to add a certain darkness to the mood of the work. 

This trio is notable for its use of a chorale theme interspersed throughout the final movement. Many have compared 
it to the hymn Vor Deinem Thron (‘Before Your Throne’) from the Geneva Psalter of 1551, although the connection 
between the two is far from exact. This chorale theme makes its final triumphant appearance in C major near the 
end of the work; in this section the huge chords played by the cello, violin and the right hand of the piano, mixed 
with the timpani-like tremolo in the piano left hand, make this one of the hugest sonorities invented for the piano 
trio formation. 

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Described by Musica Viva as ‘Australia’s most internationally successful piano trio’, the Streeton Trio was formed 
in 2008 in Geneva, Switzerland, from three of Australia’s leading young musicians. The trio was the first Australian 
ensemble to be selected for the prestigious European Chamber Music Academy, where it was ensemble-in-residence 
from 2010 to 2013. The trio has studied intensively with the world’s leading chamber musicians, including Gabor 
Takacs-Nágy, Hatto Beyerle, Avedis Kouyoumdjian, Johannes Meissl, Ferenc Rados, Erich Höbarth, Philippe Graffin, 
Pascal Devoyon, Mihaela Martin and has performed extensively across Germany, France, Austria, Switzerland, 
Holland, United Kingdom, Scandinavia, China, Australia, New Zealand, United Arab Emirates and Lithuania. Named 
after the Australian Impressionist painter, Sir Arthur Streeton, the trio has performed to great acclaim at venues 
such as Wigmore Hall (London), Het Loo Royal Palace (Holland), Shanghai Oriental Arts Centre, Trondheim Festival 
(Norway), Apeldoorn Festival (Holland), Pablo Casals Festival (Prades). Winner of first prize in the 2011 Music Viva 
Chamber Music Competition, the Streeton Trio has won awards from Australia Council for the Arts, Arts Victoria 
and Ian Potter Cultural Trust. In 2012, the trio was featured as Musica Viva’s “Rising Stars” ensemble. The trio 
has released four CDs - Brahms · Ravel (2011), Elation (2012)  Elena Kats-Chernin: Works for Piano Trio and Felix 
Mendelssohn: Works for Piano Trio – all of which are broadcast frequently on ABC FM and Fine Music networks, and 
have been praised for their ‘still-youthful exuberance and razor-sharp technical and interpretive gifts.’; ‘the trio are 
a refreshing find for this reviewer... This is a young trio and their undoubted talent and enthusiasm are infectious.’ 
(Limelight Magazine). In 2015, the trio welcomed Umberto Clerici, principal cellist of the Sydney Symphony 
Orchestra, as their cellist.


