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PROGRAM
SERGEI RACHMANINOFF (1873-1943)
Trio élégiaque No.1 in G minor

LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN (1770-1827)
Hide not thy anguish
Musing on the roaring ocean
Morning a cruel turmoiler is

ANTON ARENSKY (1861-1906)
Piano Trio No.1 in D minor, Op.32
 Allegro moderato
 Scherzo. Allegro molto
 Elegia. Adagio
 Finale. Allegro non troppo

ABOUT THE MUSIC
The two trios you will hear this evening represent part of a tradition of composing elegiac or commemorative trios, 
which began with Tchaikovsky’s (1840 – 1893) epic Piano Trio of 1881-2, composed as a memorial for the great pianist 
Nikolai Rubinstein (1835 – 1880). Both Rachmaninov and Arensky were deeply influenced by Tchaikovsky’s music and 
friendship; Rachmaninoff composed a pair of Trios élégiaques in 1892–3, the first of which we will perform this evening 
and one year later Arensky composed the Piano Trio No 1 in D minor.

Rachmaninoff’s trio élégiaque is cast in one extended movement of sonata form. It opens with a hauntingly sombre 
rising four-note theme in the piano, accompanied by a harmonic haze in the strings. Rachmaninov subtly develops this 
theme throughout the piece, providing a fascinating insight into his compositional mastery even at the age of 19.

In 1809, a Scotsman, George Thomson (1757–1851), sent Beethoven a collection of Irish folk melodies to be set to music 
for piano trio and voice.  The composer began his work, and five years later, after commissioning several poets to write 
texts to accompany the arrangements, Thomson was able to publish his first set of Irish folksongs by Beethoven.  The 
relationship between the Scottish impresario and Beethoven resulted in more than 150 song settings, from which we 
have selected three for tonight's recital. 

Arensky’s Trio in D minor Op.32 was conceived as a memorial to his (and Tchaikovsky’s) friend, the cellist Karl Davidoff 
(1838 - 1889), who was the director of the St Petersburg Conservatoire when Arensky was a student there. Davidoff is 
regarded as the founder of the Russian school of cello playing, and Arensky’s dedication accounts for the fact that the 
cello plays such a prominent role in the trio. Arensky’s early compositional flair led Tolstoy to remark “among the new 
composers he is the best, he is simple and melodious” and it is this simplicity of style along with its range of emotional 
expression which makes this trio such a worthy part of the trio repertoire. The first movement is passionate and  
virtuosic, reminiscent of Mendelssohn (1809 – 1847), the second movement is quirky and impulsive and the third 
movement, being an elegy, is the emotional core of the work. It contrasts an almost whimsical, idyllic central section 
with the most heartfelt, doleful main theme. The short final movement is dramatic and explosive while also tying up 
some of the thematic loose ends from the other movements.
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The Mel bourne Piano Trio has quickly estab lished itself as one of the most dynamic and sought-after cham ber music 
groups in Australia. The Trio com bines the ver sat ile and unique tal ents of three young Aus tralian musi cians: viol in ist, 
Holly Pic coli, ‘cel list, Chris How lett and pian ist, Rhodri Clarke.
 
Viol in ist Holly Pic coli is a gradu ate of the Vic torian Col lege of the Arts , the National Academy of Music and, most 
recently, of Yale Uni ver sity  where she has also held a staff pos i tion teach ing cham ber music.  Since being an Emer ging 
Artist with the Aus tralian Cham ber Orches tra in 2009, she has sub sequently toured extens ively with the orches tra to 
the USA, Europe and Asia.  Ini tially awar ded a fel low ship to study at the National Sum mer Music Insti tute in Wash ing-
ton DC, she has appeared in con certs at the Kennedy Centre, at Carne gie Hall and Alice Tully Hall in New York.
 
Cel list Chris How lett is a gradu ate of the Aus tralian National Academy of Music where he stud ied under Howard 
Penny.  He is a recip i ent of the Nick son Trav el ling schol ar ship which allowed him to study for seven months in Vienna, 
and the Joyce McK enna Schol ar ship for study from 2009 to 2011 with Richard Lester, prin cipal cel list of the Cham ber 
Orches tra of Europe  and mem ber of the Florestan Trio.  He has been a final ist in the pres ti gi ous Trio di Trieste I 
nter na tional Com pet i tion and the win ner of the North ern Trieste Award  and of the audi ence prize at the  
Asia/Pacific Cham ber Music Com pet i tion where he was also a final ist.  He has per formed as a con certo soloist with 
orches tras and ensembles in Milan, Rome, Paris and in Esto nia and recently made his solo debut in Lon don as a guest 
of the Tait Found a tion and in Dubai, for the Dubai Inter na tional Con cert Com mit tee.  He plays a Thomas Kennedy cello 
made in Eng land in 1820.
 
Pian ist Rhodri Clarke ori gin ally from the UK, is a gradu ate with first class hon ours from the Royal Col lege of Music in 
Lon don.  He has recor ded for the Deutche Gramm a phon label with tenor Rolando Villazon and the Bolivar Soloists and 
toured extens ively with the group includ ing giv ing per form ances at the Ber lin Phil har monie, the Vienna Konzer thaus, 
London’s Royal Fest ival Hall and Theatre des Champs-Élysées in Paris.  He has accom pan ied Bryn Ter fel at Carne gie 
Hall and given cham ber music per form ances with mem bers of Amsterdam’s Con cer t ge bouw Orches tra and Ber lin  
Phil har monic Orchestra.

The Mel bourne Piano Trio began its 2011 sea son with debut per form ances in New York before com plet ing two 
national tours of Aus tralia, per form ing in the major con cert ven ues in Sydney, Adelaide, Bris bane and Mel bourne.  In 
addi tion, the Trio toured region ally and was invited to per form at the Ban ga low Music Fest ival and the gala open ing of 
the Mel bourne Inter na tional Cham ber Music Com pet i tion at Gov ern ment House. High lights of the Trio’s 2012 and 2013 
sea sons included an invit a tion to appear at the 2nd Cham ber Music Com pet i tion Ham burg in Ger many, con certs at the 
Melbourne Recital Cen ter, at San guine Estate Music Fest ival and a con cert for the Friends of the Sydney Inter na tional 
Piano Com pet i tion.  The trio tours reg u larly around Aus tralia and has per formed over 40 recit als in the last 2 years.

The Mel bourne Piano Trio has released two CDs to date, both on the Mas ter Per formers label.

The Trio combines the versatile and unique talents of three young Australian musicians: violinist, Holly Piccoli,‘cellist, 
Chris Howlett and pianist, Rhodri Clarke.

          


