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PROGRAM
BRAHMS (1833 – 1897)
Sonatensatz (Scherzo) in C minor 

HANS GÁL (1890 - 1987)
Impromptu for viola and piano (1940)

ERNST KRENEK (1900 - 1991)
Sonata for viola and piano, Op. 117 (1948)
 Andante 
 Allegro Vivace 
 Andantino

BRAHMS
Sonata for viola and piano in F minor, Op. 121 No 1
 Allegro appassionato
 Andante un poco Adagio
 Allegretto grazioso
 Vivace

ABOUT THE MUSIC
Hans Gál and Ernst Krenek never experienced in exile the enormous success that they had enjoyed before they were 
forced to flee Vienna in 1938. Once exiled (Krenek in California, Gál in Scotland) both had to turn largely to teaching and 
writing to earn a living, but remained prolific composers into old age. 

Krenek’s music ranged in style from late romanticism to jazz and even electronic music but his viola sonata is written in 
a free twelve tone style and is highly inventive and expressive in spite of its relative brevity.

Gál wrote his charming Impromptu for his son, Peter, who had recently started learning the viola. Many musicians 
know Hans Gál primarily as the editor of the first complete Brahms edition; indeed, along with Bach and Schubert, 
Brahms was one of Gál’s great passions.

The Brahms works on this program were both inspired by particular musicians, though neither was a viola player. 
The Scherzo was written as part of a joint effort with Schumann and Albert Dietrich as a present for violinist Joseph 
Joachim. The Sonata was written for clarinettist Richard Mühlfeld whose playing coaxed Brahms out of retirement to 
compose several works for clarinet. Brahms made a version for viola that has (along with a companion sonata in E flat) 
become a staple of violists' repertoire.
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Roger Benedict is Principal Viola of the Sydney Symphony Orchestra since 2002, and Artistic Director of the orches-
tra’s Fellowship Program. Principal Viola of the Philharmonia Orchestra in London from 1991-2000, a viola soloist, 
Roger Benedict has appeared with the Philharmonia Orchestra, Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, Royal Liverpool Phil-
harmonic Orchestra, and Ulster Orchestra in the UK as well as the Sydney Symphony Orchestra (over 20 performances) 
and Japan’s Orchestra Ensemble Kanazawa. 

As recitalist and chamber musician, Roger Benedict has performed at London’s Wigmore Hall and Purcell Room, and 
major festivals and concert series in the UK, with chamber music partners such as Lorin Maazel, Simon Rattle, Louis 
Lortie, Leif Ove Andsnes. 

Roger Benedict features on three critically acclaimed CDs: a recording of Vaughan Williams’ Flos Campi with the SSO 
(2011), and for Melba Recordings, with Timothy Young, Voices in the Wilderness and Volupté, this last selected as ‘one of 
the 10 best recordings of 2010’ by theclassicalreview.com. 

Studying at the Royal Northern College of Music (UK) and the International Musicians’ Seminar at Prussia Cove, Bene-
dict was Professor at the Royal Northern College of Music from 1997- 2002. Currently teaching at Sydney Conservato-
rium, and tutor for the EU Youth Orchestra, he gives masterclasses worldwide, recently at the Royal Academy of Music 
(UK) and Den Haag Conservatory (Netherlands).

Roger Benedict is increasingly active as a conductor, with recent engagements including London’s Southbank Sinfo-
nia, Sydney and Adelaide Symphony Orchestras, Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra, Australian Youth Orchestra and 
the National Youth Orchestra of Great Britain. He is also editor and arranger, with recent publications including viola 
transcriptions of works by Schubert and Mozart for Partitura-Verlag. Roger Benedict plays a Carlo Antonio Testore viola 
made in Milan in 1753.

www.rogerbenedict.com

Timothy Young is one of Australia’s most prominent and versatile pianists. Currently the Head of Piano and Chamber 
Music at the Australian Academy of Music and a founding member of Ensemble Liaison, he performs regularly in recital 
as a soloist and in partnership with leading Australian and international musicians and ensembles. He studied at the 
University of Melbourne with Ronald Farren-Price and Mack Jost before completing his Diploma with distinction from 
the Nicolò Paganini Conservatorium in Genova, Italy, under the direction of Lidia Baldecchi-Arcuri and Massimiliano 
Damerini. 

Timothy has recently toured Australia with violinist Ray Chen for Musica Viva, performed with the Australian String 
Quartet, the Australian Brass Quintet, The Sculthorpe Wind Quintet and the Melbourne Chamber Orchestra. Frequent 
festival appearances recently include the Australian Festival of Chamber Music in Townsville, Huntington Festival, Can-
berra International Music Festival, the Novi Sad Music Summer Festival in Serbia, the Kotor Arts International Festival 
in Montenegro and the opening recital at the Capraia Festival of Music in Italy. 

Timothy’s internationally acclaimed discography for the Melba and Tall Poppies labels include solo recitals and col-
laborations with Ensemble Liaison, violist Roger Benedict, violinist Ray Chen, cellist David Pereira and soprano Cheryl 
Barker.


