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PROGRAM
ROBERT SCHUMANN (1810–1856) 
'Der Dichter spricht' from Kinderszenen, Op.15

JOHANNES BRAHMS (1833–1897)
Ophelia-Lieder (Songs of Ophelia) for voice and piano   
 How should I your true love know
 White his shroud as the mountain snow
 Tomorrow is Saint Valentine’s Day
 They bore him barefaced on the bier
 And will he not come again?   
(Hamlet)       

GERALD FINZI (1901–1956)
Come away, come away death, Op.18, No.1 
(Twelfth Night) 

HECTOR BERLIOZ (1803–1869) 
La mort d’Ophelie (The death of Ophelia) 
(Hamlet)                                                                                           
                                                                         
ALISON BAULD (1944–)  
Banquo’s buried   
(Macbeth) 

GERALD FINZI (1901–1956)  
'Fear no more the heat of the sun' from 
Let Us Garlands Bring, Op.18  
(Cymbeline) 
 

ERICH WOLFGANG KORNGOLD (1897–1957) 
'Under the greenwood tree' from Four Shakespeare Songs, Op.31  
(As You Like It)    

PERCY GRAINGER (1882–1961)  
Willow, willow   
(Othello)      

ROGER QUILTER (1877–1953)  
'Sigh No More, Ladies' from Four Shakespeare Songs, Op.30, No.4 
(Much Ado About Nothing)

ROGER FISKE (1910–1987) 
Spring 
(Love's Labour's Lost)

SHAKESPEARE'S SONNET 130
KORNGOLD 
'My mistress’ eyes' from Five Lieder, Op.38 
(Sonnet 130)

QUILTER 
'It was a Lover and his Lass' from Five Shakespeare Songs, Op.23
(As You Like It)

MARIO CASTELNUOVO-TEDESCO (1895–1968) 
You spotted snakes with double tongue  
(A Midsummer Night's Dream)
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ABOUT THE MUSIC
In 1873, Brahms composed settings of five songs from Shakespeare's Hamlet for the actress Olga Precheisen. She had just been appointed at the 
Deutsches Landestheater in Prague and one of her first roles was that of 'Ophelia' in Shakespeare's Hamlet. Brahms set the five songs of Ophelia from 
the fifth scene of Act IV, when she has become mad. The five songs were first performed during a production of Hamlet on December 22, 1873. 

The Death of Ophelia is a setting of a ballad by Ernest Legouvé, based on Gertrude's description of Ophelia's drowning in Act IV of Hamlet. It was 
originally composed for solo voice and piano in 1842, but in 1848 Berlioz revised it for female duet and orchestra. The verses were adapted from 
Gertrude's speech in Act 4, Scene 7 of Hamlet.
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ABOUT LOCAL HEROES 2016
Local Heroes is the easiest way to rediscover your love of chamber music or take delight in experiencing it for the first time. From strings to 
piano, early music to contemporary, art song to tango, there’s something for every musical taste. This year Local Heroes showcases 19 acclaimed 
ensembles in 44 concerts in the award-winning acoustics of Melbourne Recital Centre’s Salon and Elisabeth Murdoch Hall. Want to get to know the 
artists and learn more about the music they love to perform? Visit localheroes.melbourne to discover more.

PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT PARTNER

Alison Bauld was born in 1944 in Sydney. A piano student of Alexander Sverjensky at the Conservatorium of NSW, she later studied acting at the 
National Institute of Dramatic Art, subsequently touring in Shakespearian productions for a year before completing a Bachelor of Music degree at 
the University of Sydney. She has composed a brace of dramatic Scenas with Shakespearian settings of which Banquo's buried is among her most 
performed.

Shakespeare’s plays and sonnets have been a constant source of inspiration to composers around the world and throughout the time. From 
Shostakovich and Kabalevsky in Russia, Haydn, Schubert and Korngold in Germany, Chausson and Berlioz in France, as far south as Italy with 
Castelnuovo-Tedesco setting 33 songs from the plays and 35 sonnets and of course countless British composers. 

Another great universal poet, Bob Dylan, also pays homage to the Bard in his famous song Desolation Row with the lyrics: “And in comes Romeo, 
he’s moaning ‘You belong to me I believe. Ophelia, she’s ‘neath the window, for her I feel so afraid”.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Since their foundation in 2011 Songmakers Australia have built a reputation as one of Australia's leading ensembles, bringing together some of the 
country’s most prominent singers and instrumentalists in a diverse repertoire comprising some of the pinnacles of chamber music.

Pianist Andrea Katz teams with soprano Merlyn Quaife, mezzo-soprano Sally-Anne Russell, tenor Andrew Goodwin and bass-baritone Nicholas 
Dinopoulos in inspired programs that feature a dynamic interplay of song and chamber music.

The ensemble presents a yearly subscription series at the Melbourne Recital Centre, where they have been Local Heroes since 2011. They enjoy 
numerous invitations to perform at leading festivals and recital series Australia-wide (Art Gallery of NSW, Peninsula Summer Music Festival, Art 
Song Canberra and the Art Gallery of Ballarat) and they are regularly heard nationally in live-to-air broadcasts.

For more information on Songmakers Australia, please visit songmakersaustralia.com
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LOCAL HEROES LEADERSHP CIRCLE:

A note on environmental friendliness
In an effort to commit to greener performances, programs are printed to share one between two people.

If you would like to download additional copies of these program notes, please visit melbournerecital.com.au/programs

Melbourne Recital Centre acknowledges the people of the Kulin nation on whose land this concert is being presented.


