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PROGRAM
ELEMÉR SZENTIRMAY (1836-1908)
Csak egy kislány van a világon… (The only little girl in the 
world)
Csardas 

TRADITIONAL 
Tavaszi szél vizet áraszt… (Spring winds, waters swelling) 
Mar mi nálunk babám! (This is how we do, honey) 
Nagy a feje, búsuljon a ló!... (Big is head, sad is horse) 

TRADITIONAL
Még azt mondják… (They say this isn’t nice, that isn’t nice)

ISTVÁN SZELÉNYI (1904-1972) 
Serenade from 24 Easy Concert Pieces (1958)

TRADITIONAL 
Az a szép, az a szép, akinek a szeme kék (That one is the 
pretty one, whose eyes are blue)
A bundának nincs gallérja… (This sheepskin coat has no 
collar…)  
Csardas

TRADITIONAL
Lassan Kocsis… (Slowly driver)

GYÖRGY LIGETI (1923-2006) 
Ballad & Dance (1950)

BÉLA BARTÓK (1881-1945)
8 Hungarian Folk Songs (1907)
  Istenem, Istenem, áraszd meg a vizet My lord, my  
 lord swell the waters to bear me back home to my  
 father's gate, my mother's table - let them know  
 what kind of husband they gave me away to)

JOHANNES BRAHMS (1833-1897) 
Hungarian Dance No.1 (1869) 

ZOLTÁN KODÁLY (1882-1967) 
Kórusok (1942)
 Esti Dal (Night Song… Oh my Lord, give me a place to  
 stay for I am weary with wandering, with hiding and  
 living on foreign land)

ZOLTÁN KODÁLY
Kórusok (1942)
 Jó gazdasszony... (I’m a very busy housemistress) 

ISTVÁN SZELÉNYI 
Cradle Song from 24 Easy Concert Pieces (1958)

BÉLA BARTÓK
44 Duos for Two Violins (1931) 
 Szunyogtánc (Mosquito Dance) 

TRADITIONAL
Megfogtam egy szúnyogot… (I caught a mosquito bigger than a 
horse..)



ABOUT LOCAL HEROES 2016
Local Heroes is the easiest way to rediscover your love of chamber music or take delight in experiencing it for the first time. From strings 
to piano, early music to contemporary, art song to tango, there’s something for every musical taste. This year Local Heroes showcases 19 
acclaimed ensembles in 44 concerts in the award-winning acoustics of Melbourne Recital Centre’s Salon and Elisabeth Murdoch Hall. Want to 
get to know the artists and learn more about the music they love to perform? Visit localheroes.melbourne to discover more.

PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT PARTNER

ABOUT THE MUSIC
Brahms and Szentirmay first heard the gypsy music which inspired many of their compositions when visiting the cafes of Budapest and Vienna 
in the 1860’s. The Romanticism of this music was very different in style to the traditional Magyar music documented for the first time by Kodály 
and Bartók from 1905 onwards. Using the latest Edison wax cylinders, the two composers made thousands of recordings in the countryside of 
Hungary and were surprised to discover that much of the music was pentatonic, reminiscent of the folk music of Anatolia and Central Asia. 
  
Both Kodály and Bartók created hundreds of transcriptions and compositions featuring these songs, including many works for children. These 
collections have profoundly influenced the tradition of music education in Hungary and also provide a rich historical archive of the lives and 
experiences of people whose voices would not usually be heard. Kodály was a passionate educator and taught for many years at the Liszt 
Academy in Budapest where composers Szelényi and Ligeti were his students.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
The Stiletto Sisters are a dynamic and vibrant trio featuring Hungarian violinist Hope Csutoros, Judy Gunson on piano accordion and double-
bassist Jo To. They love the freedom and creativity of improvisation and exploring different styles of contemporary, classical and Eastern 
European folk music and composition. Cooking and learning traditional preparations of Hungarian dishes from the handwritten recipes of 
Hope’s grandmother have provided them with much inspiration and nourishment!

The Stiletto Sisters perform regularly to packed houses in their home town of Melbourne. They have participated in festivals nationally and 
overseas including the Four Winds Festival in Bermagui, the Famous Spiegeltent at the Melbourne Festival, the Prague 9 Gates Festival and 
Peninsula Summer Music Festival.  They tour regularly to regional Victoria including many sell-out performances at the Port Fairy Spring 
Festival. The Stiletto Sisters recorded the music for Rolf de Heer’s silent film Dr. Plonk and performed live for the film’s premiere. They have 
released two recordings of their live concert performances. After 16 years performing together, the Stiletto Sisters continue to be an influential 
and much loved part of the Melbourne music scene.
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