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HILDEGARD VON BINGEN (1098-1179)
O Nobilissima Viriditas 

NIGEL BUTTERLEY† (b. 1935)
Spring’s Ending
 I Bright Day
 II Sunset
 III Full Moon
 IV Good Rain on a Spring Night
 V Spring’s Ending
 VI Gazing on the Sacred Mountain
 

GORDON HAMILTON† (b. 1982)
Who Are We*
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ANTON BRUCKNER (1824-1896)
Os Justi
Christus Factus Est

MICHAEL KENNEDY, ARR. GEROMETTA
Lay Fallow*

DAVID BRODSKY†

Red Box IV*

LISA YOUNG†

Misra Chappu*
Other Plans*

ROBERT DAVIDSON† (b. 1965)
Total Political Correctness*

† Australian composer
* commissioned by The Australian Voices
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ABOUT SOUTHBANK SERIES
Southbank Series features music for voice, classics from the Baroque, world premieres, early music and much 
more performed by the finest musicians. Situated in the heart of Melbourne’s arts precinct, the series offers live 
music performances for all tastes that everyone can enjoy. Choose your favourite composer or ensemble, purchase 
a season package or try something new. Visit melbournerecital.com.au/southbank

A note on environmental friendliness:
In an effort to commit to greener performances, programs are printed to share one between two people. If you 
would like to download additional copies of these program notes, please visit melbournerecital.com.au/programs

31 Sturt Street, Southbank, Victoria 3006       
P: 03 9699 3333      F: 03 9207 2662 
E: mail@melbournerecital.com.au       
W: melbournerecital.com.au

Melbourne Recital Centre acknowledges the people of the Kulin nation 
on whose land this concert is being presented.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
It is with high artistic energy that The Australian Voices commission and perform the works of Australian 
composers. Recently The Australian Voices have recorded new works intended for performance on YouTube. 
Hamilton’s composition The 9 Cutest Things That Ever Happened (2013) has been viewed over one million times. In 
2014 they made international headlines with a video of Rob Davidson’s Not Now, Not Ever! (2014), a musicalisation 
of Julia Gillard’s ‘misogyny’ speech.

Their album for Warner Classics (2012) was observed by Gramophone Magazine to “boast a crisp, resonant delivery 
of the sonic goods under Hamilton’s confident direction.” In 2013 they released a songbook with Edition Peters.

Recently the group has brought their distinct sound to China, the UK, Germany, USA and Palestine. The Australian 
Voices are the ensemble-in-residence at the Queensland Symphony Orchestra. 2016 saw TAV and QSO present a 
collaborative concert series which will continue on in 2017. 

ABOUT THE MUSIC
Hildegard von Bingen’s 900-year-old poem O nobilissima viriditas (O most noble greenness) reflects her belief that 
nature has a “greening power” which she called viriditas. My own realisation of this hymn takes the Hildegard as 
a starting point. 

Australian composer Nigel Butterley owned a cat called Hildegard. Like the music and poetry of (the elder) 
Hildegard, his Spring’s Ending conveys a sense of sacred through natural imagery. These six poems of Tang dynasty 
poet Du Fu (712AD – 770AD) have been translated by the composer. The melodies in Butterley’s imaginative 
counterpoint are reminiscent of Hildegard, rippling with buoyant lyricism. This loosely-tonal music avoids explicit 
major or minor resting points. 

Like Butterley, Anton Bruckner when composing his motets was looking back to a more ancient and pure form of 
expression. Os Justi contains striking harmonic effects, despite or because of it’s complete adherence to the lydian 
scale. Unusually, the piece only uses the white notes of the piano with F as its tonal centre. The motet concludes 
with two brief phrases of plainchant.

In David Brodsky’s Red Box IV, a list of Japanese words representing traditional values are set to small repetitive 
motifs and tossed about in a (not-quite) minimalist salad.


