
ABOUT THE MUSIC
Durante was best known for his sacred music, while also playing an important role as an educator, with the Italian 
composer, violinist and organist Giovanni Pergolesi amongst his most famous students. Jean-JacquesRousseau 
claimed he was ‘the greatest master of harmony of Italy, that is to say, of the whole world’, though some felt 
this was a little overstated. Porpora had a successful career as an opera composer in his lifetime. He too was 
an influential teacher; famous students include the castrato Farinelli and Haydn. Mancini was Director of the 
Conservatorio di Santa Maria as well as being first organist and maestro of the Capella Reale in Scarlatti’s absence 
– who was a great influence on his compositions.  

Although Matteis is usually thought of as an English violinist and composer, he referred to himself as ‘Napolitano’, 
and was probably born there. He is credited with changing the style of violin playing in England from the French 
style to the more modern Italian style. The lutenist/composer Falconieri had a turbulent career beginning with 
his appointment as Court Lutenist in Parma around 1610. He was dismissed from this post for having ‘not satisfied 
all his court duties’. A series of postings followed, until he finally took a position as a teacher of chitarrone at the 
Santa Brigida Convent but was dismissed by the Mother Superior for having unsettled the Nuns with his music. He 
died five years later in 1656 of plague.

Bononcini’s operas were so successful in Naples that he was invited to London by the Earl of Burlington to become 
a composer for the Royal Academy of Music under Handel’s direction. He soon became known as Handel’s rival.  
Lonati was highly regarded as one of the most virtuoso violinists of his time. He is widely thought to be Geminiani’s 
teacher, despite a lack of evidence.  
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DESTINATION NAPLES

PROGRAM
FRANCESCO DURANTE (1684-1755) 
Aria in D minor

NICOLA PORPORA (1686 - 1768) 
Sonata in F for solo cello
 I Largo
 II Allegro
 III Adagio
 IV Allegro non presto

FRANCESCO MANCINI (1672-1737) 
Sonata No.12 in G 
 I Allegro–Largo
 II Allegro
 III Andante
 IV Allegro

PROGRAM
NICOLA MATTEIS (1650-c.1715) 
Aria amorosa

ANDREA FALCONIERI (1586-1656)
La suave melodia e Su Corrente 
Brando dicho el Melo

GIOVANNI BONONCINI (1670-1747) 
Sonata No.1 in A minor
 I Andante
 II Allegro
 III Grazioso–Minuet–Grazioso 

CARLO AMBROGIO LONATI (c.1645-c.1715) 
Violin Sonata No.12 in G 
 I Ciaccona

Presented by Melbourne Recital Centre and Ludovico’s Band
Tuesday 2 August 6pm, Salon

PROGRAM
A story in two parts based on the Sonnets of William Shakespeare (1564-1616)
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Rosanne Hunt began her cello studies in Melbourne with her mother, Marianne Hunt, 
and continued with Christian Wojtowicz (Hobart), Anner Bijlsma (The Hague) and, 
helped by The Ian Potter Foundation, with Irene Sharp (San Francisco). 

As a teenager, she led the Australian Youth Orchestra cellos on the 1984 European 
tour, and returned to Australia in 1988, after studies and travel, to establish herself as a 
Melbourne-based freelance cellist and teacher, on both modern and period cello.
She has played with the Australian Chamber Orchestra, Australian Brandenburg Orchestra 
(of which she was principal cello for some years), Melbourne Symphony Orchestra and 
Orchestra Victoria.

She was the founding cellist of the ELISION contemporary music ensemble, touring and 
recording extensively for more than a decade, and has played in many new music projects for 
Chamber Made Opera and the Libra Ensemble.

She teaches at the University of Melbourne, Monash University and the Victorian College of the Arts Secondary 
School, as well as at Wesley College and privately, and has recently introduced string teaching and an orchestra to 
her daughter’s state primary school (St Kilda Park Primary). She also administers, and presents concerts for, The 
Hunt Family Memorial Fund (in memory of her mother, father and sister) which helps young musicians attend 
National Music Camp.

Among her freelance appearances in 2016, Rosanne will give concerts with the newly-formed Evergreen Ensemble 
which plays Scottish Baroque music on period instruments, play solo Bach with Sydney Baroque dancer Fiona 
Garlick, and be part of the Melbourne Ring Orchestra when Wagner’s Ring Cycle returns to Melbourne at the end 
of the year.

Ludovico’s Band is one of Australia’s most dynamic Baroque bands. Taking its name from the influential 16th-
century Spanish harpist, Ludovico, the band is acclaimed for its performances of music from the 16th to the 18th 
centuries, including the great works from the Italian and Spanish Baroque. Formed in 2002, the ensemble emerged 
from the desire to create a predominately plucked basso continuo band whilst highlighting the solo repertoire of 
early plucked instruments. For more information, visit ludovicosband.com 

Melbourne Recital Centre acknowledges the people of the Kulin nation 
on whose land this concert is being presented.

NEXT CONCERT
Lacrimarium - The Music of Tears
Tuesday 8 November 6pm, Salon
Ludovico’s Band
For more information and tickets, please visit melbournerecital.com.au


