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STRAUSS AND LAVISH OPULENCE 

PROGRAM
JOHANNES BRAHMS (1833-1897)
Sonata for violin & piano in A No.2, Op.100
 I Allegro Amabile
 II Andante
 III Allegretto Gazioso

MIRIAM HYDE (1913-2005) & NOREEN STOKES (1917-2012)
Rhapsody for Left Hand

SERGEI RACHMANINOFF (1873-1943)
13 Preludes, Op.32 
 X Lento
 XI Allegretto
 XII Allegro

RICHARD STRAUSS (1864-1949)
Sonata for violin & piano in E-flat, Op.18
 I Allegro ma non troppo
 II Improvisation: Andante cantabile
 III Finale: Andante–Allegro

ABOUT THE MUSIC
Brahms’ Sonata Op.100 is characterised by gracious melodies. The score is marked with the composer’s constant reminders: dolce (sweet), 
tenerament (tenderly), espressivo (expressive), and sempre dolce (always sweet).  More importantly, the tempo indication for the first movement 
identifies the primary mood Brahms wished to project: Allegro amabile (lively and fast, with love). The middle movement alternates between 
the serene Andante (moving) written in F Major with duple metre and the folk-like Vivace (very lively) written in D minor with triple metre. The 
finale, Allegretto grazioso (a little lively and graceful), is a rondo suggesting a gentle mood; the violin has the stirring main theme, which stays 
entirely on the G-string, exhibiting a quality of self-assurance as it dominates and carries the glorious music to a close.  

Rhapsody for Left Hand was written for Kristian Chong in a joint effort by his first teacher, Noreen Stokes and her friend, Australian composer 
Miriam Hyde. On breaking his right arm, Stokes and Hyde wrote this short 2-minute work and presented it to Kristian in 1983. In three sections, 
it is romantic in style and scope, quite melancholy and in a style akin to early Rachmaninoff. The last chord merges seamlessly with 
Rachmaninoff’s favourite work to perform, the Prelude Op.32 No.10, Lento, which follows the same structure as the Rhapsody. The three Preludes 
performed today are related by key, B minor, B Major and its relative minor, G-sharp minor, and this was no coincidence. Rachmaninoff linked 
these works defiantly and are characterised by insistent chromatic lines, melancholia but also much focused intensity.

During the composition of Strauss’s Sonata Op.18, the composer was in love with singer Pauline de Ahna, whom he married seven years later; 
one can hear both feelings of love, and some of Don Juan’s swagger too. There is a rhapsodic feeling and heroic stride to the opening theme 
of the first movement. Two other lovely, lyrical ideas are presented, but most of the movement is dedicated to that opening idea. The second 
movement carries the appellation ‘Improvisation,’ and there is a feeling of spontaneity in the movement’s elegant, flowing song. Beginning with 
a few bars of solemn introduction from the piano, the Finale moves forward with energy, virtuoso display, and an almost symphonic breadth of 
argument. This is undoubtedly one of the most lavish, glorious and virtuosic sonatas in the repertoire. 

Presented by Melbourne Recital Centre and Kristian Chong & Friends
Monday 1 August 6pm, Salon

Continued over page . . .



ABOUT LOCAL HEROES 2016
Local Heroes is the easiest way to rediscover your love of chamber music or take delight in experiencing it for the first time. From strings to pi-
ano, early music to contemporary, art song to tango, there’s something for every musical taste. This year Local Heroes showcases 19 acclaimed 
ensembles in 44 concerts in the award-winning acoustics of Melbourne Recital Centre’s Salon and Elisabeth Murdoch Hall. Want to get to know 
the artists and learn more about the music they love to perform? Visit localheroes.melbourne to discover more.

PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT PARTNER

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Kristian Chong is one of Australia’s leading pianists and has performed throughout Australia, Africa, Asia, Europe and the USA. As a soloist 
he has appeared with most of the major Australian orchestras, as well as orchestras in the UK, NZ and China, with highlights including 
Rachmaninoff’s 3rd (Sydney Symphony), the Rachmaninoff Paganini Rhapsody in Beijing, Britten (Adelaide Symphony Orchestra) and Ravel’s 
Left Hand Concerto in Dunedin and Melbourne. A highly sought after chamber musician, collaborations include tours with the Tinalley and 
Australian String Quartets, regular performances with violinists Dale Barltrop, Sophie Rowell, Elizabeth Layton, cellist Li-Wei Qin and baritone 
Teddy Tahu Rhodes. Other collaborations have included violinists Ilya Konovalov, (concertmaster Israel Philharmonic), Vadim Gluzman, Jack 
Liebeck and Frank Huang (concertmaster New York Philharmonic), clarinetist Michael Collins and cellist Guy Johnston amongst many others. 
He has performed at many festivals including the Australian Festival of Chamber Music, the Huntington Estate Festival, Xing Hai Festival 
(Guangzhou) and Australian Music Week for the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra on Gulangyu Island, China. Kristian studied at the Royal 
Academy of Music with Piers Lane and Christopher Elton, and with Stephen McIntyre at the University of Melbourne where Kristian teaches 
piano and chamber music. 

Natsuko Yoshimoto studied at the Yehudi Menuhin School, Royal Northern College of Music, and the Curtis Institute of Music (Philadelphia). 
Natsuko received direct guidance and teaching under Lord Menuhin and Wen Zhou Li. She has won many awards and prizes in international 
competitions including the Gold Medal in both the prestigious 1994 Shell/London Symphony Orchestra Competition and the Orchestra Ensemble 
Kanazawa Award. In 2007 Natsuko was presented with the Iwaki Award for outstanding achievement as a Japanese artist. In great demand as 
a soloist, she has appeared with many world renowned orchestras including the London Symphony Orchestra, Philharmonia, Halle Orchestra, 
Odense Symphony (Denmark), Tokyo Symphony Orchestra, Tokyo Philharmonic, Orchestra Ensemble Kanazawa, Hong Kong Sinfonietta and 
Adelaide and Melbourne Symphony Orchestras. Most recently, she gave the Australian premiere of the violin concerto Hero by Tan Dun with 
the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra and Tan Dun conducting. Natsuko is the Concertmaster of the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra, and was the 
leader of the Australian String Quartet and then the Grainger Quartet until the end of 2008. She has given many world premieres of works by 
Australia’s most prominent composers and has recorded for Virgin Classics, ABC Classics, Melba Records and Tall Poppies. 
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NEXT CONCERT
Scintillating Virtuosity & Corigliano
November 28 November 6pm, Salon
Melbourne Symphony Orchestra’s co-concertmaster Dale Barltrop and celebrated pianist Kristian Chong perform a program that spans from the 
origins of the piano and violin sonata genre in Mozart, and culminates in the excitement, colour and virtuosity of John Corigliano.
For more information and tickets, please visit melbournerecital.com.au/heroes


