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DOVER BEACH
by Matthew Arnold
The sea is calm to-night,
The tide is full, the moon lies fair
Upon the straights; -- on the French coast the light
Gleams and is gone; the cliffs of England stand,
Glimmering and vast, out in the tranquil bay.
Come to the window, sweet is the night-air!
Only, from the long line of spray
Where the sea meets the moon-blanch’d land,
Listen! you hear the grating roar
Of pebbles which the waves draw back, and fling,
At their return, up the high strand,
Begin, and cease, and then again begin,
With tremulous cadence slow, and bring
The eternal note of sadness in.

Sophocles long ago
Heard it on the Ægean, and it brought
Into his mind the turbid ebb and flow
Of human misery; we
Find also in the sound a thought,
Hearing it by this distant northern sea.

The Sea of Faith
Was once, too, at the full, and round earth’s shore
Lay like the folds of a bright girdle furl’d.
But now I only hear
Its melancholy, long, withdrawing roar,
Retreating, to the breath
Of the night-wind, down the vast edges drear
And naked shingles of the world.

Ah, love, let us be true
To one another! for the world, which seems
To lie before us like a land of dreams,
So various, so beautiful, so new,
Hath really neither joy, nor love, nor light,
Nor certitude, nor peace, nor help for pain;
And we are here as on a darkling plain
Swept with confused alarms of struggle and flight,
Where ignorant armies clash by night.
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PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT PARTNER

Three composers from three different continents respond to an inner unease caused by their powerlessness to change circumstances in the 
outer world. 

Carl Vine’s early concert music describes a journey from darkness to light, from uncertainty to affirmation but this work has a more acerbic 
flavour in its exploration of conflict without resolution. It opens by summoning the four players into a conversation that evolves into a ‘murmuring’ 
exchange signalling the first signs of dissent. A slow repeated pattern heralds a reflective violin solo that is overtaken by antagonism, but 
returns unperturbed to close the first half. The second part opens with angular rhythmic gestures set abruptly against a pensive chorale. The 
aggression of the rhythmic gestures develops further, eventually recapitulating, in darker mood, all of the earlier material of the work. There is 
no coalescence, and the chorale closes the work only because the aggression, for the moment, has ceased.

Barber’s ‘Dover Beach’ is an exquisite setting of the famous 1867 poem by Matthew Arnold. The turmoil expressed in the poem, which in turn 
refers to writing by Sophocles in the 5th century BC, is still keenly felt in our own 21st century. Indeed, perhaps that eternal note of sadness, 
and a troubled feeling of unease with the circumstances in which we find ourselves, is a universal human condition. 

The ninth quartet by Shostakovich played without a break between movements, is at times strident and grotesque and then quietly sublime 
and choral-like. Undulating themes are carried throughout the work with polkas, abrupt pizzicato chords and quotes from Rossini’s William Tell 
adding to the chaotic scenery while the undercurrent of the stresses and strains of uncertainty pervade.
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with guests among Australia’s most sought-after artists. The players combine chamber music for strings with other instruments and voice, 
choosing repertoire with the utmost care to give their programs an innovative edge and a unique appeal.

Nicholas Dinopoulos
The young bass-baritone Nicholas Dinopoulos studied at The University of Melbourne with Merlyn Quaife AM and furthered his training at The 
Opera Studio Melbourne. A prolific concert artist and recitalist, he is frequently heard in live-to-air broadcasts on ABC Classic FM and 3MBS FM 
and is a core member of Songmakers Australia under the artistic patronage of Graham Johnson.

Recent and upcoming engagements include performances of the Grainger Tribute to Foster for the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra under Sir 
Andrew Davis (and a subsequent recording for Chandos Records), El Cantor (María de Buenos Aires) for Victorian Opera, Keeper of the Madhouse 
(The Rake’s Progress) for the Auckland Philharmonia Orchestra, the Schubert Schwanengesang for Art Song Canberra with associate artist 
Andrea Katz, the Buxtehude Membra Jesu Nostri for the Melbourne Festival, a fourth consecutive invitation to the Peninsula Summer Musical 
Festival and recitals with Songmakers Australia at the Port Fairy Spring Music Festival, Art Gallery of New South Wales, Melbourne Recital Centre 
and for Musica Viva Australia.

He also currently holds positions on the staff of the Australian Boys Choral Institute (Assistant Artistic Director) and at the Sir Zelman Cowen 
School of Music (Sessional Voice Teacher & Music Director, Monash University Singers).
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