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PROGRAM
GUSTAV MAHLER (1860-1911)
Symphony No.2 ‘Resurrection’ (1894) 
Arranged for two pianos, eight hands by H.von Bocklet (1914)
 I Allegro maestoso
 II Andante moderato
 III In ruhig fließender Bewegung (With quietly flowing movement)
 IV Urlicht (Primeval Light)
 V Im Tempo des Scherzos (In the tempo of the scherzo)
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ABOUT THE MUSIC
A note from Stephen Emmerson . . .

‘Mahler’s mighty “Resurrection” Symphony seems like the last work that could be reduced for keyboard. The odds 
against this Australian piano quartet doing justice to Mahler’s epic score are slim …’

Fortunately the above review (by Huntley Dent from Fanfare Magazine) went on to say: ‘but the performance turns 
out to be thoroughly engrossing, at times thrilling’. The first recording of the work in the 1914 arrangement by 
Heinrich von Bocklet was made by three of the four pianists in this evening’s performance and was released on the 
Melba label in 2014. As with the preceding performances we have given of it, not only was this version enormously 
satisfying to play, but audiences have invariably responded to it enthusiastically suggesting that the work loses 
little of its communicative power in this form.  

Arrangements of orchestral works for piano – for two hands, four hands and two pianos - were common through 
the 19th Century. By the early 20th Century a surprisingly large repertoire was published for eight hands on two 
pianos – a double piano duet, as it were. Before the widespread availability of recordings, such arrangements 
not only provided an easy way to become familiar with such music but they allowed symphonic works to be 
experienced from a fresh perspective. The difference may be analogous to that between a colour and black-and-
white photograph.  All the essential elements of Mahler’s music remain (or can be evoked) in a form that need be 
no less dramatic or expressive. On pianos, the work may be less grandiose (less bombastic some might say) but 
then, conversely, it may be more intimate, with more of the personal qualities of chamber music. To quote from 
another review of the recording:

‘The ability of two pianos to effectively convey the power and complexity of large-scale orchestral music – especially 
when played, as here, by four musicians – is remarkable. … The reduction in the music’s sense of scale is barely 

observed … What the piano version emphasises, though, is the work’s sheer melodiousness, its almost constant flow of 
harmonic invention and simplicity of line … ultimately complementing the original far more than it competes with it. 

… Anyone who loves the “Resurrection” can only have their enjoyment increased by this alternative perspective.’
Audiophilia

We hope that this evening’s audience will concur.  

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Sonya Lifschitz
Praised by the New York Times and The Age for her ‘dynamic’ and ‘powerful’ performances, Ukrainian-born 
pianist Sonya Lifschitz is internationally recognised as one of Australia’s most innovative, creative, and fearless 
musical voices. Sonya recently made her critically acclaimed solo debut in one of New York’s most prestigious 
series, the BargeMusic, with other recent highlights including performances at the Banff Centre (Canada),  
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Melbourne Recital Centre’s Local Heroes and Spotlight series, the Melbourne, Darwin, Port Fairy, and Metropolis 
Festivals, 3MBS Marathons, and a collaboration between visual artist Angela Cavalieri, iconic Melbourne arts 
venue fortyfivedownstairs, and ensemble Press, Play, of which she is the co-founder and artistic co-director. Sonya 
debuted with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra at age 18, performing Rachmaninoff’s Second Piano Concerto. 
She has been a soloist with the Melbourne Symphony, Israel Symphony, John Hopkins Symphony, Western Australia 
Youth Symphony, Melbourne Symphonia, and Maroondah Symphony orchestras; has performed extensively in 
Australia, United States, Israel, Switzerland, Italy and England; and has been featured on ABC Classic FM, ABC 
Radio National, and 3MBS Fine Music stations.

Stephen Emmerson
Stephen is one of Australia’s most sought after and respected musicians. He studied at University of Queensland 
before a Commonwealth Scholarship enabled him to study at New College Oxford where he graduated with a 
Master of Philosophy in 1983 and a Doctor of Philosophy degree in 1989. As a performer, he studied piano with 
Pamela Page and Peter Wallfisch. He has been on full-time staff at the Queensland Conservatorium since 1987 
where he teaches various music literature and performance-related courses, convenes the Doctor of Musical Arts 
program and is a member of the Conservatorium Research Centre. As a pianist, he has performed widely around 
Australia, New Zealand, Asia and the Pacific. In addition to solo performances on piano and fortepiano, the focus 
of his performance career in recent years has been within various chamber ensembles including the Griffith Trio 
and Dean-Emmerson-Dean. Recordings of his playing in collaboration with a variety of performers have been 
released by ABC Classics, Move Records, The Anthology of Australian Music on Disc, CPO, Tall Poppies, Contact 
and Melba.

Angela Turner
Angela Turner enjoys a multifaceted career as pianist and lecturer. Broadcast on Australian radio as both a soloist 
and chamber musician, Angela has performed throughout Australia, England, Canada and Taiwan. In recent 
years, highlights have included recordings and performances in the 4MBS Festival of Classics, Kawai Keyboard 
Series, Australian Piano Duo Festival, Mason and Hamlin Series, and for Musica Viva. Angela currently enjoys a 
focus upon chamber music, most notably with the Lyrebird Trio, who were winners of all piano trio and audience 
prizes at the 2013 Asia-Pacific Chamber Music Competition. They are Ensemble-in-Residence at the Queensland 
Conservatorium, and 2014 and 2015 Winter Musicians-in-Residence at the Banff Centre, Canada. Other recent 
engagements include appearances at Melbourne Recital Centre, Sydney Opera House, Ngeringa Cultural Centre, 
and Port Fairy Spring Music Festival.  Their acclaimed debut CD was released on the Master Performers label in 2016. 
She has been the recipient of the Westpac Award, Florence Davey Pianoforte Scholarship, Australian Postgraduate 
Award, Griffith University Doctoral Scholarship, a three-time winner of the Queensland Piano Competition, 4MBS 
Chamber Music Prize, Royal Music Schools Association Prize for Accompaniment, amongst many others.
   
Stewart Kelly
Stewart is emerging as one of Australia’s most eclectic young pianists, performing regularly in all the roles of the 
modern pianist, including as soloist, duo partner, vocal accompanist and chamber musician. Stewart regularly 
pairs with many of Australia’s finest musicians such as Charlotte Betts-Dean, Greta Bradman, Timothy Young and 
Glenn Christensen. He was a finalist in both the 2011 and 2012 Great Romantics competitions at Melbourne Recital 
Centre and won the 2012 Lady Callaway prize for piano accompaniment. Stewart’s playing has been broadcast 
on 4MBS, 3MBS and ABC Classic FM including live recitals. Stewart has collaborated with some of the world’s 
finest musicians including violinist Pekka Kuusisto, cellist Alban Gerhardt and pianists Michael Kieran Harvey, 
Peter Hill and Pascal Rogé. In recent years he has appeared at the Brunswick Beethoven Festival, 4MBS Festival 
of Classics, the TSO’s Beethoven Max festival, MONA Synaesthesia in Hobart and more than sixty recital programs 
at the Australian National Academy of Music. He appears regularly with the Refraction Trio around South-East 
Queensland. Stewart is also a passionate teacher of the piano. 
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