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ABOUT THE MUSIC

Butterflying
My inspiration for this music was flying in one’s dreams, trying never to touch the ground. Originally written for 
the 2003 Rugby World Cup opening ceremony in a version for full orchestra.

For Richard
Written in memory of the talented young violinist Richard Pollett. The melodic material was derived from the 
letters of his name, each allocated a particular pitch.

Dance of the Paper Umbrellas
This work was composed for a HUSH CD project. After visiting the leukemia ward at the Royal Children’s 
Hospital, witnessing the wonderful work of Dr Catherine Crock and her team, I wanted to create a piece from 
the world of magic and dreams, a cake adorned with multi-coloured umbrellas that suddenly begin to dance and 
twirl on their own!

Vocalise
One my larger works for piano solo, commissioned in 2011 by the Mental Health Institute in Melbourne. The 
'Vocalise' title is here unsung and refers, rather, to a voice or voices within, sometimes comforting and warm, at 
other times distorted and threatening.

Eliza Aria
Originally part of the ballet Wild Swans choreographed by Meryl Tankard for the Australian Ballet (2002), the 
piece introduces Princess Eliza and expresses her pure soul, innocence and faith in the good of the world.

Russian Rag:
I was inspired by William Bolcom’s rags to write something slightly nostalgic and with wistful-sounding 
harmonies. It is in a rondo form, with an introduction and a small coda.

Remembering Białystok
Commissioned by The Leo & Mina Fink Fund through Melbourne Recital Centre, to honour and remember the 
lives and the legacies of the victims of Białystok and its surrounds and those who died at the hands of the Nazis 
and their collaborators during the Holocaust.

Homecoming
In this last movement of La Stupenda (about Dame Joan Sutherland), Joan sings Home Sweet Home. The song was 
most famously associated with Dame Nellie Melba and Joan chose it as her final farewell to the audience at her 
last operatic performance at the Sydney Opera House in 1990. In this final thanks, Joan sings ‘to thee I’ll return’ 
and we remember and praise one of our most gracious, grateful and captivating daughters.



PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT PARTNER

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Tamara-Anna Cislowska is one of Australia’s most acclaimed and recognised pianists, and 2015 ARIA award for 
‘Best Classical Album’ for her recording of Peter Sculthorpe’s complete works for piano. The youngest pianist to 
win ABC ‘Young Performer of the Year’, accolades include a 2012 Art Music Award for ‘Performance of the Year’ 
(ACT), the Freedman Classical Fellowship (2003), and international prizes including Italy’s Rovere d’Oro.

Tamara is a regular guest of orchestras and festivals worldwide, both as an avid chamber musician and as soloist 
with the London Philharmonic Orchestra, the New Zealand Symphony, Auckland Philharmonia and all the 
Australian symphony orchestras. She has performed recitals at London’s Purcell Room, Amsterdam’s Kleine Zaal 
of the Concertgebouw, New York’s Frick Collection, and Sydney Opera House. She has recorded for ABC Classics, 
Tall Poppies, Chandos, Naxos, Artworks and MDG (Dabringhaus und Grimm), with 4 ARIA nominations and all 7 
solo albums reaching top 10 in the classical charts. www.tamara-annacislowska.com.au 

Elena Kats-Chernin studied music in Moscow, Sydney and Hanover. As one of Australia’s foremost contemporary 
composers, widely acknowledged and awarded around the world, Elena Kats-Chernin attracts commissions 
from the world’s leading opera, ballet, and theatre companies and festivals including Komische Oper Berlin, 
Nederlands Dans Theater and the San Francisco Ballet. She has created works in nearly every genre, from 
works for robotic instruments and orchestral compositions to chamber, theatre, film and choral, including Opera 
Australia’s first opera for television, The Divorce (2015). Her music featured at the opening ceremonies of the 
2000 Sydney Olympic Games and the 2003 Rugby World Cup. She has received several awards including the 
Sounds Australian, Helpmann, Limelight, Sydney Theatre Award and Sidney Myer Arts Award and most recently 
mentioned in the award for best score at the South Australian Screen Awards for Meryl Tankard's film 'Michelle's 
Story'.

Kats-Chernin has adapted three Monteverdi operas, and has written a children's opera Snow White and the 77 
dwarves for Komische Oper Berlin (premiered November 2015). Her Russian Rag is Max's theme in the 2009 
claymation Mary and Max by Oscar winning director Adam Elliot.

The Artists’ new CD, Butterflying (ABC Classics) is at No.3 on the ARIA Classical Charts for its third week, and will 
be available for purchase and signing in the foyer after the concert.

"The piano was always like a best friend to me and until now it is probably the place I feel most comfortable. As a child 
I spent many hours there trawling through volumes and volumes of music. It was always my place. My play. My parents 
tried to encourage me to be outside - they insisted I do intense ice skating training until I was fourteen. I remember 
carrying the heavy skates through the snow and bitter cold, sagging under the weight of all my many bags and counting 
the minutes until I could get back to the music and what I loved. Other people have commented on the balletic quality 
in my works and I sometimes think about all that ice skating and whether it shaped my perceptions of movement and 
rhythm in music. It probably did. I think my piano music might be the closest thing I've ever had to a diary. Something 
very immediate and familiar to me." 
          Elena Kats-Chernin, 2016
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