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ABOUT THE MUSIC
As ensemble-in-residence at the University of Technology, Sydney, the Australia Piano Quartet is able to engage 
with students and staff from diverse fields of study to present classical music in a variety of contexts. One such 
project took place in March of this year in partnership with the UTS Institute for Sustainable Futures, for which 
the Quartet commissioned Australian musical luminary Paul Dean to compose a new work for piano quartet and 
tenor. Tasked with writing a song cycle that would reflect on humanity’s position within our natural environment, 
Paul chose texts by three authors: John Donne’s effusion on the impending Day of Judgement and plea to ‘seal 
my pardon with thy blood’, an astonishing and painfully beautiful stream of consciousness around the wisdom of 
beauty and generosity by Rodney Hall; and finally the first stanza of Judith Wright’s ‘Northern River’ which, set to 
the murmur of the rainforest, ends the work in eternal quiet.

Richard Strauss is best known and admired as a composer of opera and song and as the great master of program 
music - his many lavish and virtuosic orchestral tone poems and operatic masterpieces are mainstays of concert 
halls and theatres the world over. In his compositional youth however, before he was to find his element writing 
for voice and orchestra, Strauss produced several chamber works of note culminating in the great Sonata for Violin 
and Piano written in 1887. This was preceded by two piano trios, a solo piano sonata, a string quartet, a cello sonata 
and the piano quartet that you will hear on this evening’s program. At the time he was composing this epic work 
the young Strauss was heavily in thrall to Johannes Brahms, champion of absolute music devoted to the purity of 
symphonic form and in the mid-1880s a composer at the height of his powers and fame. The influence of Brahms 
is most apparent in the sobriety and emotional sweep of the quartet’s first movement, but the extravagance and 
searing virtuosity that would become hallmarks of Strauss’ mature works are also on display. Cast in four large-
scale movements, his Piano Quartet in C minor is ambitious in scope and could easily pass for the mature work 
of many a lesser composer but is equally fascinating to appreciate in the context if this great artist’s musical 
development. We precede it this evening with one of Strauss’ most loved songs, the intimate and exquisitely simple 
Morgen, written in 1894 as a wedding gift for his wife Pauline.      
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS
The Australia Piano Quartet (APQ) has been Ensemble in Residence at the University of Technology, Sydney 
(UTS) since 2012. Their busy performance schedule includes a series presented by the Sydney Opera House and 
Melbourne Recital Centre as well as annual international tours. Following a successful debut at London’s Barbican 
Centre in 2015, APQ will tour to China, France and the UK later this year culminating in a concert at Wigmore Hall, 
London. In addition to their exploration of canonic masterpieces of the piano quartet repertoire, the ensemble 
is committed to unearthing neglected works of past and present and championing the creation of new work. 
To date they have commissioned over 20 new piano quartets from a diverse range of established and emerging 
Australian composers including Elliott Gyger, Elena Kats-Chernin, Jack Symonds, Paul Dean and William Barton. 
APQ’s performances have been broadcast on Foxtel Arts (2015 Helpmann Awards), ABC Classic FM and BBC Radio 
3. In 2017, the ensemble will release their first disc, Mozart’s complete works for piano quartet.

For more information about the Australia Piano Quartet, please visit australiapianoquartet.com

Born in Sydney, Andrew Goodwin studied singing at the St. Petersburg Conservatory under the direction of 
Professor Lev Morozov. He has worked extensively with the Bolshoi Theatre in Moscow since his premiere in 
Tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin in 2006, returning regularly for performances as Lensky, Alfred (Die Fledermaus) 
and Tamino (Die Zauberflöte). On the concert platform he has appeared with the St Petersburg Philharmonic 
Orchestra, the Moscow Chamber Orchestra, and with the Sydney and Adelaide Symphony Orchestras. Performances 
with regular duo partner Daniel de Borah have included recitals at Wigmore Hall and the Oxford Lieder Festival, 
the Huntington Estate, Coriole, Port Fairy and Canberra International Music Festivals and the Australian Festival 
of Chamber Music in Townsville. 

For more information about Andrew Goodwin, please visit andrewgoodwintenor.com 
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At the round earth’s imagined corners blow
by John Donne
At the round earth's imagined corners blow
Your trumpets, angels, and arise, arise
From death, you numberless infinities
Of souls, and to your scattered bodies go,
All whom the flood did, and fire shall, o’erthrow,
All whom war, dearth, age, agues, tyrannies,
Despair, law, chance, hath slain, and you whose eyes
Shall behold God, and never taste death's woe.
But let them sleep, Lord, and me mourn a space,
For, if above all these my sins abound,
'Tis late to ask abundance of Thy grace,
When we are there. Here on this lowly ground
Teach me how to repent; for that's as good
As if Thou'dst sealed my pardon, with Thy blood.

Untitled
By Rodney Hall
Let us be free from things that cannot receive our love
gifts of ourselves redeem us and the moment of giving
with thorns of tenderness
life speaks saying this is as the world is

The gift of the body is measured in spirit
nothing but beauty can be understood
and wisdom’s the beauty our generations have not let 
go nor lost

Love of children the truest suffering fruits
as a victory we may not touch
whoever shall say I have given myself to my children
has been given a gift by those children

From hungers we turn to the mountain and sea
or a baby’s open hand
  to the cup of water
    an open fifth
the surprise of changeable wind — 
blue flowers and bright stones our reservoirs
of kindness or the red moon an oratorio

The nightmares of the ignorant come true for the 
ignorant
the wise remember laughter and the kiss of 
waterhungry lips

Northern River (excerpt)
by Judith Wright
When summer days grow harsh
my thoughts return to my river,
fed by white mountain springs,
beloved of the shy bird, the bellbird,
whose cry is like falling water.
O nighted with the green vine,
lit with the rock-lilies,
the river speaks in the silence,
and my heart will also be quiet.

Morgen! … (Tomorrow!...)
by John Mackay (translation by Richard Stokes)
And tomorrow the sun will shine again
and on the path that I shall take,
it will unite us, happy ones, again,
Amid this same sun-breathing earth...

And to the shore, broad, blue-waved,
We shall quietly and slowly descend,
Speechless we shall gaze into each other's eyes,
And the speechless silence of bliss shall fall on us…


