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Flames Within 

PROGRAM
CLAUDIO MONTEVERDI (1567–1643)
Ardo, avvampo 

HILDEGARD VON BINGEN (1098–1179)
O ignee spiritus [verses 1–4]

CLAUDIO MONTEVERDI (1567–1643)
Quel augellin che canta 

NICHOLAS LANIER (1588–1666)
Fire, fire 

MORTON LAURIDSEN (1943–)
Io piango 

CARLO GESUALDO (1566–1613)
Luci serene e chiare

ELLIOTT GYGER (1968–)
Fire in the heavens

M
IMPROVISATION
Fire dances 

CARLO GESUALDO (1566–1613)
Ardo per te, mio bene

HUGO DISTLER (1908–1942)
Der Feuerreiter 

LUCA MARENZIO (1553 or 1544–1599)
Dissi a l’amata mia 

MORTON LAURIDSEN (1943–)
Se per havervi oime 

THOMAS MORLEY (1557 or 1558–1602)
Fyer, Fyer!
 

ABOUT THE MUSIC
Flames Within is the first concert in The Consort of Melbourne’s 2016 Melbourne Recital Centre Local Heroes series Fire and Water. The 
program explores a wide range of composers’ use of fiery imagery, particularly in depicting human passion. Centred around the explosive 
Renaissance madrigals of Monteverdi, Gesualdo, Morley and Marenzio, our concert reaches back in time as far as the plainchant of Hildegard 
von Bingen and forward as far as Morten Lauridsen and Melbourne’s own Elliott Gyger.

We begin the program with Ardo, avvampo (I burn, in flames) from Monteverdi’s Madrigals of war and love. Immediately our two tenors raise 
the alarm, singing ‘I burn, I burn’ and sending a ripple of panic through the ensemble. Later, of course, it is revealed that ‘two beautiful eyes’ 
started the blaze, and that it is our heart being consumed by the flame. The final line is pared back once again to the two tenors, who extinguish 
the flame with the words ‘Let your heart become ashes, and be silent’. 

From fire of the heart to fire of the soul, Hildegard von Bingen’s O ignee spiritus (O fiery spirit) is an abstract plainchant meditation on the 
divine’s role in igniting and then rescuing the human psyche. We then return to Monteverdi, this time depicting a twittering bird with Quel 
augellin, che canta (The little bird that sings), the imagery of the opening work recalled by the words ‘If the bird had a human mind, he’d say 
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ABOUT LOCAL HEROES 2016
Local Heroes is the easiest way to rediscover your love of chamber music or take delight in experiencing it for the first time. From strings 
to piano, early music to contemporary, art song to tango, there’s something for every musical taste. This year Local Heroes showcases 19 
acclaimed ensembles in 44 concerts in the award-winning acoustics of Melbourne Recital Centre’s Salon and Elisabeth Murdoch Hall. Want 
to get to know the artists and learn more about the music they love to perform? Visit localheroes.melbourne to discover more.
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PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT PARTNER

I burn with love!’. Fire, fire by the English court composer Nicholas Lanier takes a more resigned tone as the singers once again describe how 
they ‘burn with such desire’.

Morton Lauridsen wrote Io piango (I weep) and Se per havervi oimè (If it is because, alas) as part of a set of Six Fire Madrigals – the composer’s 
twentieth-century response to the body of Renaissance madrigals written on themes of love and fire already well represented in this concert. 
Io piango in particular builds on the use of chromaticism and dissonance characteristic of Carlo Gesualdo, leading smoothly into the earlier 
composer’s Luci serene e chiare (Serene and clear eyes). 

The increasingly dissonant harmonic language of these madrigals serves as a convenient jumping-off point for Melbourne composer Elliott 
Gyger’s Fire in the heavens. This astounding work sets a text by  20th-century Australian poet Christopher Brennan describing the ‘oppressive 
power of the noonday sun in the Australian bush’. Originally written for three equal voices in 2003, this version was reworked by the composer 
for The Consort of Melbourne’s eight voices earlier this year. It is an extremely intense and colourful setting in which the final repeated word 
‘song’ is gradually stripped of pitch and meaning, and transformed into a vivid rendering of the cicada’s call. 

We then abandon words altogether with improvised dance tunes by Ensemble 642 on a traditional ground bass. These feature infectious 
cross-rhythms that evoke late nights spent dancing around the fire, setting the scene for another madrigal by Gesualdo Ardo per te, mio bene 
(I burn for you). The rapid semiquaver movement on the word ‘burn’ (‘ardo’) echoes Gyger’s flickering figuration on the word ‘fire’, albeit in a 
far more traditional harmonic context.

Hugo Distler’s Der Feuerreiter (The fire rider) tells the ghostly story of a village firefighter whose skeleton mysteriously reappears years after 
being consumed in a blaze. The most literal interpretation of the fire theme, Distler uses swift changes in texture and tempo to paint the rider’s 
frantic journey and the onlookers’ mounting panic. 

We then return to a metaphorical fire of the heart with Luca Marenzio’s luscious Dissi a l’amata mia (I told my love) and Lauridson’s Se per 
havervi oimè, more typical of the composer’s mature style. Finally, we conclude tonight’s concert with Thomas Morley’s Fyer, Fyer!, closely 
mirroring the text of the opening Ardo, avvampo but in the earlier English madrigal style - an altogether more light-hearted and cheeky 
description of fiery passion! 

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
The Consort of Melbourne is a professional vocal ensemble that champions both historic and contemporary chamber vocal repertoire. It 
comprises a core membership of eight of Melbourne’s finest chamber singers, which expands or shrinks as the repertoire demands.
The Consort has presented a regular concert series at Melbourne Recital Centre for many years, and has also been invited to collaborate with 
groups such as The Rolling Stones, Kronos Quartet, Australian Chamber Orchestra, Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, Australian Youth Orchestra, 
Melbourne Youth Orchestra, The Song Company and La Compañia.

For more information about The Consort of Melbourne, please visit thecom.com.au or facebook.com/theconsortofmelbourne
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