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PROGRAM
Joseph Haydn (1732–1809) 
Piano Trio No.43 in C, Hob.XV:27  
 I Allegro
 II Andante 
 III Presto

Bedřich Smetana (1824-1884) 
Piano Trio in G minor, Op.15
 I Moderato assai–Più animato
 II Allegro, ma non agitato
 III Finale: Presto
 
John Psathas (b.1966) 
Corybas

ABOUT THE MUSIC
Composed in London in the late 1700s, Haydn’s Piano Trio No.43 in C is the first in a set of three dedicated to the 
pianist Therese Jansen Bartolozzi. The trio, like others from Haydn, is dominated by the piano, with the violin and 
cello playing relatively subordinate roles. This was partly due to the piano’s weak sonority in Haydn’s day, but also 
reflects the formidable instrumental skill of the dedicatee. This C major trio is marked by virtuosic piano passages, 
leading esteemed critic Charles Rosen to conclude that Haydn’s trios, along with Mozart’s piano concertos, represent 
the “the most brilliant piano works before Beethoven.”

Smetana’s Piano Trio in G minor was written in 1855. Notable for its intense character, the trio was composed 
under difficult circumstances—a year earlier Smetana’s two eldest daughters, Bedřiška and Gabriela, had died from 
illness. The work is imbued with a palpable sense of grief; one can hear the weeping of Smetana’s wife, Katerina, in 
the violin, or the composer’s pain in the cello, while the piano’s outbursts represent the emotional despair felt by 
both. The trio was dedicated to Bedřiška, and was the only work Smetana composed for this group of instruments. 

Corybas was composed recently in 2012. It has a close connection to the Waikato region of New Zealand. The work 
was commissioned by Emeritus Professor Ian Graham of the University of Waikato as a gift for his wife Agi Lehar-
Graham; Psathas later dedicated the work “in grateful recognition” to the New Zealand Chamber Soloists - Katherine 
Austin, James Tennant and Lara Hall - all of whom teach in the Conservatorium of Music at the University. Corybas 
takes its name from the eponymous flower. The flower is, in turn, named as such because of its similar appearance 
to the helmets of the dancers of Corybas (the Corybantes), a figure from ancient Greek mythology. An energetic 
single-movement work,  is built on a motoric piano groove and begins with panning ambient lines from the 
two string parts. Gradually the strings join the propulsion of the piano, which continually drives forward with varied 
rhythmic patterns. 
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UPCOMING CONCERTS
Interplay
anon.
Wednesday 22 June 6pm, Salon
Exuberant; electrifying. The piano trios of Haydn, Turina and Australian composer Matthew Hindson stand 
more than 200 years apart. Each representative of the constant evolution of the piano trio form and the drive in 
searching and creating something new, the evening takes you through classical simplicity, Spanish flavours and a 
riveting play on rhythmic energy.
For more information and tickets, please visit melbournerecital.com.au
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John Psathas is New Zealand’s pre-eminent contemporary composer. Born to Greek parents, Psathas worked 
in America and Belgium in the early 1990s, before taking up a post at Victoria University of Wellington in 1994. 
Psathas’ music is internationally acclaimed and has been performed at major international events. His View for 
Olympus (2002) received its premiere at the opening ceremony of the 2002 Manchester Commonwealth Games; 
Psathas was also commissioned to write much of the opening and closing ceremony music for the 2004 Athens 
Olympics Games. His music is energetic and exuberant, and fuses the techniques of the Western classical tradition 
with the kinetic enthusiasm found in jazz and Greek folk music.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
New Zealand Chamber Soloists (NZCS) was formed in 2006 by three of New Zealand’s leading solo and chamber 
musicians, pianist Katherine Austin, violinist Lara Hall and cellist James Tennant. Currently in residence at the 
University of Waikato Conservatorium of Music, the group also expands to collaborate with other internationally 
recognized musicians including colleagues David Griffiths, Peter Scholes, Rachael Griffiths-Hughes, Luca Manghi 
and Richard Nunns. The NZCS has undertaken four national tours under the auspices of Chamber Music New 
Zealand, while also performing in Europe, China, the USA, Singapore, South America and Australia. Individually 
the members of the group have performed concertos in over twelve countries and have had many works written 
for them by New Zealand’s leading composers. In 2016, the New Zealand Chamber Soloists will be performing 
concerts in Australia, the United Kingdom, and Italy, amongst other New Zealand venues. 

The group has released three CDs of New Zealand works, Ahi, Elegy, and Corybas. The latter CD from 2014 
features the complete piano chamber works of John Psathas. In addition to their active performing and recording 
schedule, the group members lead the solo and ensemble performance programme at the University of Waikato 
Conservatorium of Music. Highly regarded as teachers, the trio’s students have repeatedly enjoyed success in 
national and international concerto and chamber music competitions of recent years.


