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Piano Sonata No.3 - ‘Aporia’ WORLD PREMIERE
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Kazohinia (after Sándor Szathmári)

ABOUT THE MUSIC

A note from Michael Kieran Harvey:

Piano Sonata No.3 – “Aporia” (2016) 
This work was commissioned by Graeme Lee for his wife Margaret. It was written with deepest gratitude for them 
from December 2015 until January 2016 and receives its premiere tonight. Trams run outside their home in central 
Melbourne. The noise of the wheels formed terrifying harmonics and chaotic rhythms. The harmonic series and 
its inversion (stated at the beginning) form the basis of the work – all pitch and durational material is freely derived 
from this sequence. The sonata explores the concept of aporia, which is a state of bewilderment, of not being sure 
of the way forward. This is expressed by the interplay between intuitive and systematized writing.  

City of Snakes (2012) 
Written for my daughter Isabella. Eddie Izzard thought this “City of Snakes” was San Francisco, but I think it’s 
somewhere in Australia.  

From The Walls of Dis (after Robert Smithson) (2016) 
Dis is Hell. There be drums. Smithson wrote this poem under the psychotropic influence of Catholicism, but escaped. 

Deaths Head Mandala (2014) 
The Deaths Head is a moth. Its wings are a human skull. The most frightening image nature can evolve. 

N Chromium (2014) 
This element only exists as a paean. Like heavy metals, paeans can be poisonous for those who deliver them. 

Michael  Kieran Harvey
CITY OF SNAKES
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& Michael Kieran Harvey
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NEXT CONCERT
Heavenly Cities
Saturday 21 May 8pm
Michael Kieran Harvey joins Melbourne Symphony Orchestra for an exploration into cities of the imagination.
For more information, tickets and the full Metropolis program, please visit metropolisfestival.com.au

PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT PARTNER

48 Fugues For Frank (Zappa); No.6 ‘G-spot tornado’ (2010) 
Stravinsky found it with the Rite of Spring. Zappa found it with the American Congress. 

The Green Brain; No.6 ‘Beetles’ (2015) 
As a young boy I hated the Beatles. I still do. I wish Kafka was around.  

Budapest Sunrise (after Saxby Pridmore) (2016) 
Sixty pairs of cast iron shoes, sculptured/ Life-size men’s, women’s, children’s/  
Bolted to the concrete shelf-edge of/ The Danube, flowing slow through Pest./ 
At the spot where Jews were stripped/ Of clothes and footwear, lined-up along/  
Facing out and shot from behind. Their/ Bodies falling in the water and swept away./ 
The work of the Arrow Cross militiamen/ Hungarian fascist bastards in the forties/ 
Never heard of in Australia/ Where we don’t waste time on history. (Saxby Pridmore) 

Kazohinia (after Sándor Szathmári, (1935)) (1998, rev. 2016) 
This is a land without love, arts, money, politics, patriotism or war. I wrote the first version under the Reign of 
Howard, this version under Abbott, which is much shorter.

ABOUT THE ARTIST
Michael Kieran Harvey studied with Alan Jenkins, Gordon Watson, and at the Liszt Academy under Sándor 
Falvai. His career has been notable for its diversity and wide repertoire. He has especially promoted the works 
of Australian and contemporary composers and recorded over 40 solo CDs on various labels. He has premiered 
many Australian and international concertos with all Australian symphony orchestras. 

Harvey’s compositions have been performed in Europe, the UK, North and South America and Asia, in addition 
to major Australian festivals. He concentrates on non-standard formats, often humorously questioning classical 
music and embracing diverse influences.  

As a pianist Harvey’s awards include the Grand Prix in the Pogorelich Piano Competition, USA (in 1993, the 
world’s richest), the Debussy Medal (Paris 1986), the Centenary Medal (2002), the 2009 APRA award for 
Distinguished Services to Australian Music, and an AMC award (2014) for best classical performance (Gyger’s 
Inferno). Harvey gave the 2012 Peggy Glanville-Hicks Address on the state of Australian music to acclaim and 
controversy.   

The Michael Kieran Harvey Scholarship was established in 2006 to encourage future directions in Australian 
keyboard art music. Harvey is based in Tasmania, where he supports many environmental causes. 

ABOUT METROPOLIS 2016
The Metropolis New Music Festival 2016 lives up to its title with two weeks of new and exhilarating works that 
pulse to the beat of city life. Showcasing the best interpreters of new music in Australia in a dazzling overview 
of state of the art contemporary music, explore the energy and excitement of the metropolis travelling from the 
club to the the street to the concert hall with music that blurs the lines between ‘classical and ‘pop’.

A note on environmental friendliness:
In an effort to commit to greener performances, programs are printed to share one between two people. If you 
would like to download additional copies of these program notes, please visit melbournerecital.com.au/programs
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