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PROGRAM
WOLFGANG AMADEUS MOZART Sonata for Piano and Violin in B-flat, K.454
     I Largo - Allegro
     II Andante
     III Rondo: Allegretto
ANDREW SCHULTZ   Night Flight (2003)
FRANZ SCHUBERT   Fantasie for Piano and Violin in C, D.934
    Andante molto–Allegretto–Andantino–Tempo I–Allegro vivace–Allegretto–Presto

ABOUT THE MUSIC
As was customary at the time, Mozart termed his early examples “sonatas for piano with violin ad libitum” but not the later Sonata K454, which 
he characterised as a “sonata for piano with violin accompaniment”. Yet this is a true chamber partnership, with K454 demanding a violinist 
of consummate skill. The opening commences with a stately Largo; it quickly retreats into a tender statement before launching into a swift 
Allegro with many conversational imitations and parallel lines. An Andante follows in which Mozart achieves a masterly blend of cantabile 
and beauty. A minor episode darkens the mood while maintaining enchanting lyricism. The concluding movement opens with a statement first 
spoken by the violin, with intervening episodes sandwiched between reprises of the theme giving opportunities to express Mozart’s penchant 
for unexpected and delectable melodic twists and turns. 

Night Flight was originally written as the fourth movement from a sextet called Mephisto in 1990. Ukranian violinist Dmitri Tkachenko 
commissioned this transcription and debuted it with Kristian Chong in London in 2003. The piece is a danse macabre for the modern age. The 
idea for its frenetic energy came while taking off at night in an airplane, and the work makes reference to the frantic and fantastic horse rides 
of Liszt’s Mephisto Waltz No.2 and Schubert’s Erlkönïg.  

Schubert’s Fantasie for Piano and Violin D934 is a multi-movement work, with a set of variations on Schubert’s song Sei mir gegrüsst  (I greet 
you) taking pride of place in the middle of the piece. Borrowing from his own lieder was common for Schubert, at the core of other instrumental 
works of note such as the Death and the Maiden Quartet. Musical ‘fantasies’ were meant to seem improvisatory in their nature, and Schubert 
does not break his music’s flow in a traditional structure of three or four movements. Instead, he appears to be reaching for the sort of free 
exploration of his Wanderer Fantasy (a work for solo keyboard) while departing from tradition by writing a fantasia; themes appear and return 
throughout and there are no definitive movement ends.

The piece opens with quiet, tremolo-like bubbling from the piano, over which the violin gently soars. The section is filled with a sense of 
wonder, while seemingly bending a listener’s sense of time. This is followed by a faster ‘movement’ in which the two instruments engage 
interactively, from a canon-like tug-of-war to their functioning together as dancing partners. The music segues into the previously mentioned 
theme and its variations; we then return to the opening material of the work, again suggesting a moment of wondering, but the Fantasie quickly 
becomes confident and definitive, rising into the work’s heroic section. While rambunctious at times, the music never loses its charm, as 
Schubert reprises the ‘Sei mir’ theme, bringing the work to its spirited and heroic culmination.
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ABOUT LOCAL HEROES 2016
Local Heroes is the easiest way to rediscover your love of chamber music or take delight in experiencing it for the first time. From strings 
to piano, early music to contemporary, art song to tango, there’s something for every musical taste. This year Local Heroes showcases 19 
acclaimed ensembles in 44 concerts in the award-winning acoustics of Melbourne Recital Centre’s Salon and Elisabeth Murdoch Hall. Want 
to get to know the artists and learn more about the music they love to perform? Visit localheroes.melbourne to discover more.

NEXT CONCERT
Strauss & Lavish Opulence
Monday 1 August 6pm, Salon
For more information and tickets, please visit melbournerecital.com.au/heroes

PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT PARTNER

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Recently appointed Associate Concertmaster with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, Sophie Rowell has had an extensive performing career 
as a soloist, chamber musician and principal orchestral violinist in Australia and abroad. In 1999, she won second prize in the International 
Mozart Competition in Salzburg and won the Symphony Australia Young Performer’s Award in 2000, resulting in solo performances with all the 
major Australian orchestras. 

Sophie founded the Tankstream Quartet in 2000, which won international string quartet competitions in Cremona and Osaka. The quartet 
returned to Australia in 2006 when they were appointed to the Australian String Quartet. For 6 years she toured, recorded and participated in 
chamber music festivals worldwide as the Australian String Quartet, with special highlights including QuartetFest Bonn as part of the Beethoven 
Festival and performances for remote communities on Cape York in Far North Queensland. Since 2012 Sophie has travelled the world playing 
in principal violin positions with orchestras including the Scottish & Mahler Chamber Orchestras and the Vancouver, Sydney & Tasmanian 
Symphony Orchestras, as well as participating in many chamber music festivals in Australia and performing Brett Dean’s Violin Concerto with 
the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra in 2011.

Sophie studied with Alice Waten in Sydney and has participated in numerous master classes with musicians such as Sir Yehudi Menuhin, 
Norbert Brainin (Amadeus Quartet) and Walter Levin (LaSalle Quartet). She now teaches at the Australian National Academy of Music having 
previously taught at the Elder Conservatorium in Adelaide and the Australian Institute of Music in Sydney. 

Distinguished Australian pianist Kristian Chong has performed throughout Australia and the UK, and in China, France, New Zealand, Singapore, 
Hong Kong, Taiwan, USA and Zimbabwe. As a soloist, he has appeared with the Adelaide, Melbourne, Queensland, Sydney and Tasmanian 
Symphony Orchestras, and orchestras in the UK, New Zealand and China, with highlights including Rachmaninoff 3rd (Sydney Symphony), 
Rachmaninoff’s Paganini Rhapsody in Beijing, and Britten (Adelaide Symphony Orchestra). 

A highly sought after chamber musician, collaborations include the Tinalley and Australian String Quartets, violinists Natsuko Yoshimoto, Elizabeth 
Layton, Ilya Konovalov (concertmaster Israel Philharmonic), baritone Teddy Tahu Rhodes and cellist Li-Wei Qin. His festival appearances include 
the Australian Festival of Chamber Music, Huntington Estate and the Xing Hai Festivals, Guangzhou. Other highlights include Australian Music 
Week on Gulangyu Island (Xiamen) with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra, piano trios and the Beethoven Triple Concerto with Yoshimoto and 
Qin and Beethoven’s Hammkerklavier Sonata in Melbourne and Perth. 

Kristian studied at the Royal Academy of Music with Piers Lane and Christopher Elton, and with Stephen McIntyre at the University of Melbourne 
where Kristian teaches piano and chamber music. His competition successes include the Symphony Australia Young Performers Award 
(keyboard) and the Australian National Piano Award.
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