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Francis Poulenc (1899-1963)
Banalités (Selections)
 I Chanson d’Orkenise
 II Hôtel
 IV Voyage à Paris

‘C’ from Deux Poèmes de Louis Aragon

‘Violon’ from Fiançailles pour rire
 
‘Les Gars qui vont a la fête’ from Chanson Villageoises
 
Richard Strauss (1864-1949)
Four Leider, Op.27
 Ruhe meine Seele! 
 Cäcilie 
 Heimliche aufforderung 
 Morgen!

Francis Poulenc (1899-1963)
Sonata for Clarinet and Piano
 I Allegro Tristamente
 II Romaza (Trés calme)
 III Allegro con fuoco

Franz Schubert (1797-1828)
Der Hirt auf dem Felsen (The Shepherd on the Rock)

ABOUT THE MUSIC
Francis Poulenc
Poulenc wrote more than 150 songs for piano and voice, and it is in this genre where his voice as a composer finds 
its most natural expression. The selection of works from Banalités – five settings of Apollinaire composed in 1940 – 
display his persuasive lyricism, while the understated Deux Poèmes de Louis Aragon is deeply touching. Of the poet 
Louise de Vilmorin, Poulenc enthused: ‘Few people move me as much… she writes French of an innate purity’. 
His music here is a fitting tribute to her words. The set concludes with the light-hearted Les Gars qui vont a la fête 
celebrating the French way of life.

In the summer of 1962, Poulenc completed both a Clarinet and an Oboe Sonata, dedicating each to the memory 
of a fellow composer. The Sonata for Clarinet and Piano honours Honegger – also a member of the composing 
group ‘Les Six’ – and is French to its core: delightful impertinence disguised beneath a sophisticated, lyrical and 
elegant façade. Although Poulenc intended to write a complete set of wind sonatas, he passed away not long after 
completing this work.
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PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT PARTNER

Richard Strauss
The day before Strauss’s wedding he was busily completing the last song in this set of four in order to present 
them to his new wife – the soprano, Pauline de Ahna – the following day. Deeply appreciative of his gift, she was 
to perform the works many times in the following years, with Morgen! subsequently becoming one of his most 
popular works. From the dramatic Ruhe meine Seele! to the rapturous Morgen! this collection of songs surveys the 
full gamut of human emotion.

Franz Schubert
Perhaps partly an act of resistance against his increasingly poor health, 31-year-old Schubert poured his energy 
into his music, creating an extraordinary profusion of works in a very short space of time. Der Hirt auf dem Felsen 
is one of these works, and is a much-delayed response to soprano Anna Milder-Hauptmann’s request for a crowd-
pleaser that would showcase her technical brilliance and breadth of emotional expression. While Schubert did not 
live to see the work performed, his stirring portrait of a shepherd separated from his lover by winter most certainly 
satisfied the soprano’s criteria.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Established in 2005, Omega Ensemble’s mission is to showcase outstanding artists who captivate and excite 
audiences through a revelatory program of chamber music. With a dedication to engage the finest Australian 
musicians, as well as international guest artists, Omega presents outstanding musicians in an intimate and 
stimulating chamber setting.

Possessing a voice “with a deliciously full-bodied tone, rich in expression and control”, Lee Abrahmsen is a multi-
award winning soprano both on the operatic stage and concert platform. Lee has performed in Australia as a 
soloist with Sydney Symphony, Queensland Symphony, Melbourne Symphony, Orchestra Victoria, Australian 
Doctor’s Orchestra, Victorian Opera and Melbourne Opera. She has appeared in recital in London at St Martin in 
the Fields, at the Edinburgh International Festival, in Japan and China. Her repertoire spans over 20 principal roles 
including Konstanze in Die Entführung aus dem Serail, CioCioSan in Madama Butterfly and Marguerite in Faust. 
Visit leeabrahmsen.com for all upcoming performances.

To experience more LIVE performances from Omega Ensemble, visit their Digital Concert Hall at  
omegaensemble.com.au/encore

A note on environmental friendliness:
In an effort to commit to greener performances, programs are printed to share one between two people. If you 
would like to download additional copies of these program notes, please visit melbournerecital.com.au/programs
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