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PROGRAM
Ernest Bloch (1880-1959)
Three Nocturnes
 I Andante
 II Andante quieto
 III Tempestoso

Ernst von Dohnányi (1877-1960)
Sextet in C, Op.37
 I Allegro appassionato
 II Intermezzo: Adagio
 III Allegro con sentimento
 IV Finale: Allegro vivace, giocoso

Osvaldo Golijov (1960–)
The Dreams and Prayers of Isaac the Blind for Clarinet and String Quartet
 Prelude: Calmo, Sospeso
 I Agitato–Con Fuoco–Maestoso–Senza Misura, Oscilante
 II Teneramente–Ruvido–Presto
 III Calmo, Sospeso–Allegro Pesante
 Postlude: Lento, Libermente

ABOUT THE MUSIC
Each of the works on tonight’s program explore unique instrumental sonorities and sound worlds. 

Bloch’s Three Nocturnes were written in 1924 and reveal exotic scales and ethereal sonorities with haunting moods, folksong and lullaby. The 
final Nocturne features a restless and motoric rhythmic motif with a contrasting recall of the beautiful melodies from the first and second 
movements to bind them together. 

Dohnanyi’s Sextet is a dramatic virtuoso ‘tour de force’ with an unusual combination of instruments. Boisterous fun is definitely a key to much 
of his music. The composer’s own dedication of his most popular orchestral work, the ‘Variations on a Nursery Song’, seems fitting to quote here:

To the enjoyment of lovers of humour, and to the annoyance of others’….
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ABOUT LOCAL HEROES 2016
Local Heroes is the easiest way to rediscover your love of chamber music or take delight in experiencing it for the first time. From strings 
to piano, early music to contemporary, art song to tango, there’s something for every musical taste. This year Local Heroes showcases 19 
acclaimed ensembles in 44 concerts in the award-winning acoustics of Melbourne Recital Centre’s Salon and Elisabeth Murdoch Hall. Want 
to get to know the artists and learn more about the music they love to perform? Visit localheroes.melbourne to discover more.

NEXT CONCERT
Fuoco 
Ensemble Liaison
Thursday 7 July 7pm, Elisabeth Murdoch Hall
Deutsche Grammophon artist Nemanja Radulovic returns for an emotionally charged evening of immense passion, vitality and virtuosity.
For more information and tickets, please visit melbournerecital.com.au/heroes

PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT PARTNER

Osvado Golijov’s epic ‘Dreams and Prayers’, is inspired by the writings and teachings of Rabbi Yitzhak Saggi Nehor- also known as Isaac the 
Blind. In three movements, each is stylistically inspired by one of the main historical Jewish languages prefaced by a prelude and a concluding 
postlude. The composer writes, ‘I hear the prelude and the first movement, the most ancient, in Arameic; the second movement is in Yiddish, 
the rich and fragile language of a long exile; the third movement and postlude are in sacred Hebrew.’ 
                    

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Described by Limelight Magazine as a ‘national treasure’, Ensemble Liaison gave its first concert series at Deakin Edge (previously BMW Edge) 
at Federation Square in 2007 and has gone on to become known as a tour de force of imaginative and innovative programming and setting the 
trend for brilliant collaborations with leading artists. 

As suggested by their name, collaborations form the basis of their artistic and musical vision. The creation of new works is also a priority for 
Ensemble Liaison, with commissions by Paul Grabowsky, Tony Gould, Stuart Greenbaum, Elena Kats-Chernin, Jane Hammond, Thomas Reiner, 
Aleksander Sedlar, Mark Viggiani and Mary Finsterer. Countless arrangements by the trio have also formed an integral part of their programming 
and artistic vision.

They have performed across Australia and New Zealand, and in 2012 gave a series of festival performances in Central Europe. Ensemble Liaison 
regularly record for broadcast on ABC Classic FM and 3MBS and have released critically acclaimed recordings on both the Melba Recordings 
and Tall Poppies labels. Recently they began their own label and their first CD, Oblivion, has featured as CD of the week on ABC FM. They have 
proudly been Ensemble in Residence at Monash University since 2010. 

Please refer to the Ensemble Liaison 10th Anniversary Season brochure for more information on this evening’s guest artists.
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