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PROGRAM
Francois de Fossa (1775-1849) 
Grand Duos based on the works of Haydn (arrangement by Benjamin Dix)

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)
String Quartet No.11 Op.95, Serioso (arrangement by Benjamin Dix)
  I. Allegro con brio
  IV. Allegra assai vivace ma serioso

Claude Debussy (1862-1918)
String Quartet in G minor (arrangement by Jeremy Tottenham)
  IV. Assez vif et bien rythmé
  V. Andantino, doucement expressif

Maurice Ravel (1875-1937)
String Quartet in F major (Arrangement by Benjamin Dix)
  II. Allegro moderato – très douz
  II. Assez vif, très rythmé

ABOUT THE MUSIC
Haydn never wrote for the guitar, however this did not stop contemporary guitarists/composers attempting to bank on his success. Italian 
guitarist Ferdinando Carulli composed Symphonie d’Haydn for guitar duo in 1822 while well-known Spanish guitarist, Fernando Sor, was 
known to have performed many Haydn arrangements; most notably being excerpts from the oratorio Die Schöpfung (The Creation). As for 
the French guitarist François de Fossa, his Grand Duos comprise of nine duets based on Haydn’s early string quartets, with a few movements 
being transcriptions of keyboard works or symphonies; boasting in a letter to his sister, de Fossa makes claim that he was called ‘The Haydn 
of the Guitar’.
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Presented by Melbourne Recital Centre and Melbourne Guitar Quartet
Tuesday 15 March 6pm, Salon



ABOUT LOCAL HEROES 2016
Local Heroes is easiest way to rediscover your love of chamber music or take delight in experiencing it for the first time. From strings to 
piano, early music to contemporary, art song to tango, there’s something for every musical taste. And this year Local Heroes showcases 19 
acclaimed ensembles in 44 concerts in the award-winning acoustics of Melbourne Recital Centre’s Salon and Elisabeth Murdoch Hall. 

NEXT CONCERT
Harmonic Inspiration
Tuesday 5 July 6pm, Salon
For more information and tickets, please visit melbournerecital.com.au/heroes

PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT PARTNER

ABOUT THE ARTISTS
Formed in 2005, Melbourne Guitar Quartet (MGQ) is a vibrant guitar based ensemble dedicated to the development of chamber music 
repertoire for the instrument. Utilising the unique concept of the Guitar Family of instruments (classical bass guitar, baritone guitar, standard 
guitar, treble guitar and octave guitar), the award-winning MGQ are continuously cultivating ground-breaking arrangements of major works 
for this idiom. MGQ exhibit the broader timbral spectrum of the instruments through use of the Guitar Family, while at times incorporating 
some percussion and other unique instrumentation into their arrangements. Embodying a dynamic and theatrical on-stage musical persona, 
MGQ is pursuing the genre seriously, aiming to welcome audiences who are curious about hearing new music and established favourites 
through the rich, vibrant and beautiful sound of the guitar quartet.

Melbourne Guitar Quartet would like to thank and acknowledge the support of Hannabach Strings GmbH. 
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LOCAL HEROES LEADERSHP CIRCLE:

Sitting on the brink of his ‘late period’, Beethoven’s Op.95 is the last of his middle quartets. Furiously energetic statements coupled with the 
predominating minor key create a sense of turbulence and unrelenting urgency that is almost violent at times. Perhaps portraying his own 
anxieties of failed love, financial insecurity, precarious health and his worsening deafness, Beethoven aptly titles his Op.95 Serioso.

The string quartets of Debussy and Ravel are the only quartets written by either composer. Often noted as having contrasting composition-
al methods, both Debussy and Ravel achieved works that were immensely moving, vivid in colour and dappled with various textures. In 
response to Ravel’s string quartet, Debussy remarked: “In the name of the gods of music and in my own, do not touch a single note you have 
written in your Quartet”.
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A note on environmental friendliness:
In an effort to commit to greener performances, program notes are printed to share one between two people. If you would like to download 
additional copies of these program notes, please visit melbournerecital.com.au/programs


