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MELBOURNE RECITAL CENTRE PRESENTS 
ONE OF AUSTRALIA'S FINEST MUSICIANS JOINS FORCES WITH 
ICONIC BRITISH STRING QUARTET - BRODSKY QUARTET (U.K.) & 
KATIE NOONAN: WITH LOVE AND FURY. 

 
 
Katie Noonan and the Brodsky Quartet collaborate for the first time ever in With Love and Fury.  

This unstoppable collision of colossal talent will provide audiences with a spine-tingling experience as they 
interpret the words of Australian poet Judith Wright. 

The album is currently being recorded in London and will be released in March. The seven-city tour begins in 
Brisbane at QPAC with the world premiere on Thursday April 28, 2016, and a Melbourne performance on 
Friday April 29 at 7.30pm in Melbourne Recital Centre’s Elisabeth Murdoch Hall. 

With Love and Fury will unleash a truly unique and remarkable Australian program with Katie choosing some of 
her favourite contemporary Australian composers including Carl Vine, Elena Kats-Chernin, Richard Tognetti,  
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Iain Grandage, Andrew Ford, David Hirschfelder, Paul Grabowsky, Paul Dean and John Rodgers in nine especially 
commissioned pieces and one of Noonan’s own. 

The title ‘With Love and Fury’ reflects the typically poetic phrase that Wright used to sign off her correspondence. 
These new works will be performed for the first time and, in addition, Brodsky Quartet will also perform some of 
their own repertoire both alone and accompanied by Noonan, including songs by Elvis Costello, Björk and Katie 
herself. 

Katie Noonan’s technical mastery and pure voice make her one of Australia’s top vocalists. The singer, producer, 
songwriter and pianist is one of the most diverse artists in the country, taking audiences on many sublime 
excursions through jazz, pop, indie and classical music.  

‘I am so thrilled with the outcome of this project and believe we have created a truly beautiful and significant 
body of uniquely Australian work and I can’t wait to share this new music with you on our world premiere 
Australia tour in April/May,’ she said. 

‘Ever since I first heard the Brodsky Quartet with Elvis Costello on the seminal album The Juliet Letters and 
then not too soon after with one of my musical idols Björk, it has been a dream of mine to sing with this 
incredible string ensemble,’ said Katie. 

‘I am still pinching myself that I find myself here in London on Australia Day 2016, rehearsing a song cycle of 
my favourite contemporary Australian composers and their settings of the text of the iconic Australian poet 
Judith Wright. For me, it is particularly poignant as Judith was such an advocate of the indigenous story and 
also such a fierce fighter for the conservation of our precious Australian environment - and her words are 
perhaps more pertinent now than ever. 

‘Not long before her death at age 85 in the year 2000, Judith marched in Canberra for reconciliation between 
indigenous and non-indigenous Australians. After our rehearsals on January 26, social media was very busy 
with important conversations regarding this exact matter and I can’t help but feel Judith was somehow with us 
that day as we savoured her words through music.’ 

Since its formation in 1972 the Brodsky Quartet has performed over 2000 concerts on the major stages of the 
world and released more than 50 recordings. Jacqueline Thomas and Ian Belton are the two original Brodsky 
members and violist Paul Cassidy joined in 1982. Having had some of the finest violinists in the World in the 1st 
chair (including current SSO Concertmaster Andrew Haveron), they are now joined by the wonderful Dutch 
violinist Daniel Rowland. The Brodsky Quartet choose to perform with only an elite few vocalists, having 
previously collaborated with Björk, Sting, Anne Sofie von Otter, Elvis Costello and Paul McCartney.  
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A natural curiosity and an insatiable desire to explore has propelled the group in a number of artistic directions 
and continues to ensure them not only a prominent presence on the international chamber music scene, but also 
a rich and varied musical existence. 

‘We are so happy to be working with Katie Noonan, and are proud to be involved in this wonderful new 
Australian song cycle in memory of the inspirational Judith Wright,’ says Paul Cassidy of the Quartet. 

A magical performance is promised showcasing the sublime voice of our own acclaimed Katie Noonan 
collaborating with The U.K.’s Brodsky Quartet who are not only at the forefront of the international chamber 
music scene, but are also renowned for their rich and varied musical existence. 

Event Details 
Friday 29 April 8pm, Elisabeth Murdoch Hall, Melbourne Recital Centre 

Tickets 
Standard $65 
Transaction and delivery fees may apply 

For more information and to book tickets visit melbournerecital.com.au 
or call Melbourne Recital Centre’s Box Office on 03 9699 3333 during business hours. 
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