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ABOUT THE MUSIC
Aronowicz: Arborescence
Pattern born amid formlessness: that is biology’s basic beauty and its basic mystery. Life sucks order from a sea of disorder. Erwin Schrödinger put it this 
way forty years ago: A living organism has the ‘astonishing gift of concentrating a stream of order on itself and thus escaping the decay into atomic 
chaos’. To Schrödinger, as a physicist, it was plain that the structure of living matter differed from the kind of matter his colleagues studied. The 
difference was like the difference between wallpaper and tapestry, between the regular repetition of a pattern and the rich, coherent variation of an 
artist’s creation. Physicists had learned only to understand wallpaper. It was no wonder they had managed to contribute so little to biology.

– from Chaos, James Gleick.

Harvey: Lotuses
Science and the human spirit are not incompatible. Understanding the universe involves far more than just finding mechanistic explanations in terms of 
internal bits and pieces. The human mind structures the universe in terms of features, and we use those features to determine our place within nature. 
For example, we relate to a tree in terms of its features. We find its majesty so inspiring that we write poems about it and make paintings of it, we cut it 
down and use it to build things, we admire the beauty of its grain, and we associate its buds, blossoms, and falling leaves with the seasons. We compare 
its rough bark to our weatherbeaten skin, we talk of damage to a tree as a ‘wound.’ The feeling of unity with trees goes beyond mere brain puns: both 
trees and humans use dead cells on the outside to help keep water in. The mere possession of a romantic view of how wonderful the universe is, 
however, is not enough. It is too mindless and dangerous. The universe rewards us for understanding it and punishes us for not understanding it. If we try 
to fly by jumping off a cliff and flapping our arms the universe kills us, and if we release too many greenhouse gases into the atmosphere it overheats 
us. When we understand the universe we acquire spiritual equilibirium.

– from The Collapse of Chaos, Jack Cohen

Yun: Quartet
Something there is that doesn’t love a wall, 
That sends the frozen-ground-swell under it, 
And spills the upper boulders in the sun; 
And makes gaps even two can pass abreast. 
The work of hunters is another thing: I have come after them and made repair
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ABOUT LOCAL HEROES 2015
This year the series shares the stories of our World War I heroes, commemorating the ANZAC Centenary with the personal histories of over  
80 Victorians involved in the Great War. 

This concert pays tribute to Sergeant Albert Lowerson VC whose story is available at melbournerecital.com.au/gaia 
Printed copies will be available post concert (please ask our front of house staff for assistance).*

*Please note, for greener performances, stories are printed to share one between two people.  
We encourage you to visit melbournerecital.com.au/stories to download our publication, view images and read through the stories at your own leisure.
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Where they have left not one stone on a stone, 
But they would have the rabbit out of hiding, 
To please the yelping dogs.  The gaps I mean, 
No one has seen them made or heard them made, 
But at spring mending-time we find them there. 
I let my neighbor know beyond the hill; And on a day we meet to walk the line 
And set the wall between us once again. 
We keep the wall between us as we go. 
To each the boulders that have fallen to each. 
And some are loaves and some so nearly balls 
We have to use a spell to make them balance: 
‘Stay where you are until our backs are turned!’ 
We wear our fingers rough with handling them. 
Oh, just another kind of outdoor game, 
One on a side.  It comes to little more: 
There where it is we do not need the wall: 
He is all pine and I am apple orchard. 
My apple trees will never get across 
And eat the cones under his pines, I tell him. 
He only says, ‘Good fences make good neighbors.’ 

– from Mending Wall, Robert Frost

Broadstock: Syzygy
The word ‘syzygy’ means the aligning of three or more celestial bodies and it represents the unlikely nature of the members actually meeting. I met the 
clarinettist Julia Stoppa in the air-force band and the pianist Leigh Harrold through the Melbourne Conservatorium, and it was just by pure chance that 
we found we had a shared interest in modern music. Julia and I used to have a silly little saying that whenever something unexpectedly good happened 
we’d say ‘The planets aligned and it was good’, and when we were talking about a name for the group I said ‘There must be a word for that’, and the word 
is ‘syzygy’. That really represented us well at the time, and it’s lucky it means three or more celestial bodies because now we have the extra two string 
players – Blair Harris and Jenny Khafagi – who are very special members of the ensemble.

– Laila Engle being interviewed by Duncan Yeardley, 2012
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SYZYGY ENSEMBLE IN 2016
Syzygy Ensemble returns to Melbourne Recital Centre in 2016 for two wonderful concerts.

Our Space: Thursday 11 August 2016 6pm, Salon
Everyone’s Space: Thursday 10 November 2016 6pm, Salon

Visit melbournerecital.com.au/syzygyensemble2016 after tonight’s concert to secure your seat.


