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The title of our flagship international concert 
series is no empty claim. Indeed, the ten 
musicians we have assembled to play for you 
this season are artists the classical music world 
is in love with. We know you will love them too. 

Pinchas Zukerman needs no introduction: 
his golden tone and gentle wisdom has been 
inspiring us for half a century. Christian Tetzlaff 
is also, by now, an old friend, but he brings a 
restless sense of discovery, making classic violin 
repertoire anew. 

Four very different pianists give solo recitals: 
the magisterial Garrick Ohlsson plays Schubert’s 
colossal Wanderer Fantasy, while Nikolai 
Demidenko intrigues and delights us with 
Chopin. Then there is Pavaali Jumppanen, 
celebrating Sibelius and his French colleague 
Debussy, while the ever-curious Louis Lortie 
explores Fauré and Scriabin.

Mary Vallentine AO
Chief Executive Officer  
Melbourne Recital Centre

We’re particularly proud to bring you an 
extraordinary series of recitals over three 
nights: Austrian bass-baritone Florian Boesch 
sings Schubert’s three song cycles, Die Schöne 
Mullerin, Winterreise and Schwanengesang, in 
partnership with pianist Malcolm Martineau. 
Lovers of song and poetry will not want to 
miss these profound explorations of the
human condition.

And last but emphatically not least, Cameron 
Carpenter and his International Touring Organ 
will light up the stage and fill the room with a 
kaleidoscopic feast of organ music. 

Eight great performers each dedicated to 
revealing the inner world of their music-making in 
the inspiring surrounds of Elisabeth Murdoch Hall. 
Join us to explore the art of the Great Performer.
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Purchase a season ticket package and save up to 30%. 
See page 38 for details.



VIOLIN
February 2015

CHRISTIAN
TETZLAFF



Christian Tetzlaff is a musical shape-shifter.  
The Frankfurt-based violinist has technique and 
charisma in spades, but what sets him apart 
from other musicians is his ability to immerse 
himself entirely in the world of the composer 
whose music he is recreating. Whether he is a 
valiant soloist battling a symphony orchestra,  
a chamber musician crafting intimate melodies 
among friends, or a recitalist, alone on stage, 
all his efforts are focused on finding an ideal 
sound. Not his ideal sound; the music’s. 

Tetzlaff last appeared at Melbourne Recital 
Centre with the Mahler Chamber Orchestra. 
Now he returns to give a solo recital: just him, 
his 1901 Stefan-Peter Greiner violin, and the 
music of Bach, Bartók and Ysaÿe. 

When an industrious kapellmeister from Leipzig 
wrote a set of six sonatas and partitas for 
unaccompanied violin in the early eighteenth-
century, no-one took much notice. It was more 
than a century later that JS Bach’s solo violin 
works found a home at the heart of the virtuoso 
violin repertoire. The dense harmonic layering, 
complex fugue and quicksilver dance 
movements of Bach’s Sonata No.3 in C major 
have inspired many hommages, including the 
First Sonata from Eugene Ysaÿe’s set of six, and 
the tough but dazzling solo sonata of Béla Bartók.  
This is a precious opportunity to hear all three. 

CHRISTIAN

TETZLAFF

The Naked
Violin

(THE NEW YORK TIMES)

A BOLD ARTIST 

WITH AN 

INSTINCTIVE 

FEELING FOR 

THE WILD SIDE 

IN MUSIC







SUNDAY

FEBRUARY

Elisabeth Murdoch Hall
5pm

PROGRAM

YSAŸE Sonata in G minor for solo violin, Op.27, No.1 

JS BACH Sonata No.3 in C for solo violin, BWV 1005

BARTÓK Sonata for solo violin, Sz.117 

Individual tickets available from Friday 31 October 2014: 
Premium $105 / A $95 / B $79 / C $55 / Concession (any reserve) $55.* 
Purchase season tickets to save up to 30% on the regular price. 
 
*Transaction fee may apply. For terms and conditions see Booking Form. 



PIANO
Apri l  2015



The “ever imaginative, ever immaculate” 
Canadian pianist Louis Lortie has become a 
regular visitor to Australia in the last 10 years. 
Audiences are ever keen to hear how this 
sophisticated artist picks his way through the 
lush extravagances of the Romantic repertoire. 
Playing Chopin with grand bravado is one thing; 
inhabiting it, finding the quiet heart and 
communicating that with an earnest clarity is 
quite another. 

This is where Lortie comes in. Lortie’s early 
studies in Montreal were with Yvonne Hubert, 
herself a student of the legendary Alfred Cortot, 
famous for his interpretations of Chopin. Lortie 
has thus taken the wisdom of two generations 
and added his own, searching insights to create 
a unique and compelling sound world. 

But Chopin is just the beginning for this 
program. Gabriel Fauré and Alexander Scriabin 
both took inspiration from Chopin’s Preludes as 
they began exploring the sonic possibilities of 
the piano and, like Lortie, they brought their 
own, highly individual voices to the genre. To 
mark the centenary of Alexander Scriabin’s 
death, Lortie performs his Op.11 Preludes in 
their entirety, alongside the sometimes terse, 
sometimes elegiac Preludes of Gabriel Fauré, 
written as he faded gently from life.

This is not just piano music. This is three-
dimensional sound, lovingly sculpted to reveal 
the delicate lines, the invisible dances, the 
unspoken words of three poets of the piano.

LOUIS

LORTIE

Poet of 
the Piano

LORTIE’S

SPARKLING

AND SWARTHY

PLAYING IS

IMPRESSIVELY

GLAMOROUS
(BBC MUSIC MAGAZINE)







TUESDAY

APRIL

Elisabeth Murdoch Hall
7.30pm

PROGRAM

FAURÉ Nine Preludes, Op.103

SCRIABIN 24 Preludes, Op.11

CHOPIN 24 Preludes, Op.28 

Individual tickets available from Friday 31 October 2014: 
Premium $105 / A $95 / B $79 / C $55 / Concession (any reserve) $55.* 
Purchase season tickets to save up to 30% on the regular price. 
 
*Transaction fee may apply. For terms and conditions see Booking Form. 



PIANO
May 2015

PAAVALI
JUMPPANEN



(ADELAIDE ADVERTISER)

JUMPPANEN’S
PLAYING IS FRESH 
AND BRACING, 
LIKE A COOL 
ARCTIC BREEZE 
BLOWING THE 
COBWEBS AWAY 
FROM MUSTY 
CONCERT HALLS



Paavali Jumppanen. Even his name sounds full 
of energy. But it is when he sits down at the 
keyboard that this musical dynamo unleashes 
his powers. 

Jumppanen is one of the many musical 
prodigies to have emerged from the tiny 
Republic of Finland in recent years. Is it the 
remote location, the long winters, an 
enlightened approach to music education, or 
just happenstance? Whichever way, it is always 
a pleasure to experience the fresh insights and 
intense passion of this brilliant young pianist. 

Since his last visit to Australia, Jumppanen has 
taken time out from his busy touring schedule to 
undertake an intensive study of the music of 
Viennese renegade Robert Schumann. 

Schumann’s Piano Sonata No.1, dedicated to 
Clara Wieck, is not so much a love letter as a 
personal manifesto, a confessional declaration of 
this brilliant but troubled artist’s character. That 
his beloved Clara went on to become his wife 
proves that truth is a powerful weapon indeed.

Alongside Schumann’s passionate outpourings, 
Jumppanen offers two telling contrasts.  
The spare poetry and Eastern twang of Claude 
Debussy’s first book of Préludes cuts through 
Schumann’s Romanticism to reveal a very 
different side of the piano. And finally, who 
better to play the music of Jean Sibelius, the 
father of Finnish music, in the sesquicentennial 
anniversary of his birth? 

PAAVALI

JUMPPANEN
Heart
on Sleeve
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THURSDAY

MAY

Elisabeth Murdoch Hall
7.30pm

PROGRAM

DEBUSSY 12 Préludes, Book I

SIBELIUS Selected pieces for solo piano

SCHUMANN Piano Sonata No.1 in F-sharp minor,Op.11

Individual tickets available from Friday 31 October 2014: 
Premium $105 / A $95 / B $79 / C $55 / Concession (any reserve) $55.* 
Purchase season tickets to save up to 30% on the regular price. 
 
*Transaction fee may apply. For terms and conditions see Booking Form. 



NIKOLAI
DEMIDENKO

PIANO
June 2015





THIS IS UNDOUBTEDLY 

ONE OF THE MOST 

CRYSTALLINE AND

EXCLUSIVE CHOPIN 

RECITALS I HAVE HEARD 

FOR SOME TIME.

SUCH PIANISM FORBIDS 

EVEN WHISPERED 

COMPARISONS.

 
(GRAMOPHONE MAGAZINE)





Elisabeth Murdoch Hall
7.30pm

PROGRAM

CHOPIN Selected Nocturnes

Piano Sonata No.2 in B-flat minor, Op.35

Berceuse in D-flat, Op.57

Four Scherzos (Op.20, Op.31, Op.39, Op.54)

Individual tickets available from Friday 31 October 2014: 
Premium $105 / A $95 / B $79 / C $55 / Concession (any reserve) $55.* 
Purchase season tickets to save up to 30% on the regular price. 
 
*Transaction fee may apply. For terms and conditions see Booking Form. 

WEDNESDAY

JUNE



BASS-BARITONE

FLORIAN

BOESCH



PIANO

MALCOLM

MARTINEAU



July 2015

(THE SUNDAY TIMES)



Audiences and critics alike are wild about this 
extraordinary bass-baritone from Austria. Florian 
Boesch made his debut at Austria’s Schubertiade 
in 2002 and his star just keeps rising. He has 
already made a mark on the opera stage, singing 
Figaros, Don Giovannis and Papagenos in houses 
from Vienna to Tokyo. It is, however, in the more 
intimate and emotionally muddy space of the 
lieder that he has made the biggest splash. 

When Boesch sang his first Winterreise at New 
York’s Carnegie Hall this year alongside 
legendary accompanist Malcolm Martineau, 
New York Times critic James R. Oestreich wrote, 
“Song recitals don’t come much better or more 
transporting than this”. Boesch and Martineau’s 
wise but dangerous recording of Schubert’s 
dark journey towards death was greeted with 
heartfelt praise, and their next CD release, of 
Die Schöne Müllerin, confirmed the critics’ 
verdict: Boesch is an artist who brings a 
unnerving intensity and a searing passion to 
this rich and most exacting of vocal genres.

It is therefore with great excitement that we 
welcome Florian Boesch performing the three 
song cycles of Franz Schubert, accompanied by 

Malcolm Martineau over three nights in the 
Elisabeth Murdoch Hall. 

In Die Schöne Müllerin, the ‘Fair Maid of the 
Mill’, we meet a young man with thoughts of 
love. Just one glimpse of the miller’s daughter 
at the window and he’s smitten, but in vain, for 
she loves another. 

Winterreise, ‘Winter Journey’, takes us into an 
altogether bleaker world. Pain, loss and despair 
are never far away, but Schubert confronts the 
dark emotions which infuse these verses 
without flinching. 

Schwanengesang, ‘Swan Song’, is not so much 
a song cycle as an anthology of songs compiled 
after Schubert’s death. But from the hollow 
romancing of Ständchen, to the terrifying Der 
Doppelgänger, these exquisite settings of poems 
by Rellstab, Heine and Seidl draw an eloquent 
line under a life that was, ultimately, too short.

A Schubert
Journey

FLORIAN

BOESCH

MALCOLM

MARTINEAU





MON      WED

JULY

Elisabeth Murdoch Hall
7.30pm

Individual tickets available from Friday 31 October 2014: 
Premium $105 / A $95 / B $79 / C $55 / Concession (any reserve) $55.* 
Purchase season tickets to save up to 30% on the regular price. 
 
*Transaction fee may apply. For terms and conditions see Booking Form. 

PROGRAM

SCHUBERT The song cycles over three evenings:

MONDAY 6
Die Schöne Müllerin (The Fair Maid of the Mill)

TUESDAY 7 
Winterreise (Winter Journey)

WEDNESDAY 8 
Schwanengesang (Swan Song)

These performances are supported by Lady Potter AC,
Hans & Petra Henkell, and an enthusiastic group of patrons drawn 
from Melbourne’s legal community



VIOLIN

PINCHAS

ZUKERMAN



PIANO

ANGELA
CHENG



August 2015

(THE NEW YORK TIMES)



PINCHAS

ZUKERMAN

ANGELA

CHENG

The
Master

Some artists make their mark as explosive 
young prodigies. Others take time to develop 
their technique and, with it, a mature and 
nuanced artistic vision. Then there are those 
rare individuals who, like a great bottle of wine, 
just keep getting better and better. 

Pinchas Zukerman is one of those. His career 
spans half a century: he recorded his first 
Mendelssohn with Leonard Bernstein and the 
New York Philharmonic, his first Tchaikovsky 
with Antal Doráti and the London Symphony 
Orchestra and partnered Isaac Stern in Mozart 
and Bach on both violin and viola. He launched 
his conducting career with the English Chamber 
Orchestra in 1970 and currently holds positions 
with the National Arts Centre Orchestra of 
Ottawa and the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 

of London. He is deeply committed to 
developing the next generation of musicians, 
leading innovative education programs in 
London, New York, China, Israel and Ottawa.

This August we get this superhero of the violin 
all to ourselves, for just one evening when 
Pinchas Zukerman and pianist Angela Cheng 
give a recital in the intimate surrounds of the 
Elisabeth Murdoch Hall. The program, like the 
violinist, is much-loved: eloquent songs for 
violin by Dvorák, Elgar and Schumann, 
balanced with thought-provoking sonatas by 
Beethoven and Franck, all played with the 
golden tone and remarkable beauty of a
master interpreter.





MONDAY 

AUGUST

Elisabeth Murdoch Hall
7.30pm

PROGRAM

ELGAR Six Pieces, Op.22

DVORÁK Four Romantic Pieces, Op.75

BEETHOVEN Sonata for Violin and Piano No.1 in D, Op.12, No.1

SCHUMANN Three Romances, Op.94

FRANCK Violin Sonata in A 

Individual tickets available from Friday 31 October 2014: 
Premium $105 / A $95 / B $79 / C $55 / Concession (any reserve) $55.* 
Purchase season tickets to save up to 30% on the regular price. 
 
*Transaction fee may apply. For terms and conditions see Booking Form. 



PIANO
September 2015



Garrick Ohlsson is no devil, but he is fiendishly 
talented. He has just been awarded another 
accolade, the 2014 Jean Gimbel Lane Prize in 
Piano Performance from Northwestern 
University. It places him in the highest echelon 
of pianists in the world today, sharing the title 
with previous winners including Stephen 
Hough, Yefim Bronfman and Murray Perahia.

If anyone is a match for Schubert’s veritable 
Mount Everest of the piano, it is Ohlsson. After 
almost half a century on the concert platform 
he brings an encyclopaedic knowledge of the 
repertoire to his art, not to mention an 
exceptional span – he can stretch a twelfth on 
the keyboard with his left hand! 

This award-winning master musician now 
returns to Melbourne for a recital which mixes 
fiery brilliance with voluptuous joy. The grand 
edifice that is Schubert’s Wanderer Fantasy 
stands alongside the breath-catching beauty of 
Beethoven’s late, great, Piano Sonata Op.110. 
Completing the program is Garrick Ohlsson’s 
own selection from a work critic Ernest 
Newman described as “a gorgeous treat for the 
fingers...”, the vibrant Goyescas of Granados. 

A treat for the fingers, and no doubt for our 
ears, too.

GARRICK

OHLSSON
View from
the Summit





(THE NEW YORK TIMES)

REMARKABLE

ASSURANCE IN 

EXECUTING WICKED 

PYROTECHNICS...

WITH EXTRAORDINARY 

POWER AND 

DEMONIC FUROR



WEDNESDAY

SEPTEMBER

Elisabeth Murdoch Hall
7.30pm

PROGRAM

BEETHOVEN Piano Sonata No.31 in A-flat, Op.110

SCHUBERT Fantasy in C, Wanderer-fantasie, 
D.760 (Op.15)

GRANADOS From Goyescas: ‘Los requiebros’,’El fandango
de candil’, ‘Quejas, ó la maja y el ruiseñor’, 
‘El pelele: Escena Goyesca’

Individual tickets available from Friday 31 October 2014: 
Premium $105 / A $95 / B $79 / C $55 / Concession (any reserve) $55.* 
Purchase season tickets to save up to 30% on the regular price. 
 
*Transaction fee may apply. For terms and conditions see Booking Form. 



ORGAN
November 2015

CAMERON
CARPENTER



How do you describe Cameron Carpenter? 
Musical genius? Mad Inventor? Rockstar? 
Whatever you call him, his fans are in 
agreement: this is an artist who combines 
intelligence, showmanship and virtuosity with 
a determination to smash the pious stereotype 
of the classical pipe organ.

Born in North Carolina and trained at the 
Juilliard School, Carpenter has been breaking 
rules and wowing audiences since his debut 

Have Organ,
Will Travel

world tour in 2006. Until 2014, his performances 
have necessarily been at venues with their own 
organ (including a sell-out recital playing the 
Grand Organ at Melbourne Town Hall in 2012). 
All that changed this year, when Carpenter 
unveiled his International Touring Organ, a 
purpose-built digital organ created by 
Massachusetts-based organ builders Marshall & 
Ogletree. The instrument, which fits on a large 
truck and takes three hours to assemble, 
consists of a console (with five keyboards and 
one set of foot pedals) and a bank of speakers 
through which Carpenter orchestrates sounds 
sampled from organs from around the world, 
from cathedrals to Wurlitzers.

And how does it sound? “Terrific”, says New 
York Times music critic, Anthony Tommasini, 
who witnessed its debut at the Lincoln Center 
earlier this year.

Cameron Carpenter is now touring the world 
with his new creation. Hear this extravagantly 
talented renegade play music from Bach to 
Bernstein and beyond in a recital that will be 
challenging, immersive and unforgettable.

A FALLEN 

ANGEL

WHO GIVES

THE ORGAN 

BACK ITS SIN
(DIE ZEIT)

CAMERON 

CARPENTER







WEDNESDAY

NOVEMBER

Elisabeth Murdoch Hall
7.30pm

PROGRAM

Selections from Cameron Carpenter’s repertoire of classical organ 
repertoire, arrangements and original compositions.

Individual tickets available from Friday 31 October 2014: 
Premium $105 / A $95 / B $79 / C $55 / Concession (any reserve) $55.* 
Purchase season tickets to save up to 30% on the regular price. 
 
*Transaction fee may apply. For terms and conditions see Booking Form. 



Musicians will tell you that performing in the spaces at 
Melbourne Recital Centre is an incredible experience and 
audiences will agree. Our two halls were designed to be the 
best place to hear music, providing a clarity and intimacy that 
you’ve never experienced before. We’ve been voted the best 
venue for chamber music in Australia, taking our place among 
the very finest in the world.

What makes 
the Centre special?

Melbourne Recital Centre 
Cnr Southbank Bvd & Sturt St 
Southbank VIC Australia 3006 

Telephone: 03 9699 3333 
Box Office opening hours:  
Monday–Friday, 9am–5pm.

MELBOURNE  

RECITAL CENTRE



Design by Monogram. 
Copy by Harriet Cunningham for Melbourne Recital Centre ©2014-2015

PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT PARTNER

INTERNATIONAL AIRLINE PARTNER

PROGRAM PARTNERS

GREAT PERFORMERS LEADERSHIP CIRCLE

All information contained in this brochure is to the best of our knowledge  
and belief correct at the time of publication.

For further information on Melbourne Recital Centre’s Business Partnership 
and Patron Programs, please contact Sandra Robertson, 
Director of Development, by phone: (03) 9207 2641 or by email:  
sandra.robertson@melbournerecital.com.au

The Great Performers thrill us 
with their artistry and 
transcendent performances. Our 
donors ensure a lasting benefit. 
Their support directly impacts 
the range of artistic and 
education initiatives the Centre 
can undertake and the extent of 
our reach into the broader 
community. We invite you to 
consider making a gift to 
Melbourne Recital Centre so that 
we can offer profound and 
engaging experiences with great 
music to everyone.

 
FOUNDING PATRON:

The Late Dame Elisabeth 
Murdoch AC DBE
_ 
BOARD MEMBERS:

KATHRYN FAGG, CHAIR
PETER BARTLETT
STEPHEN CARPENTER
DES CLARK
JOE CORPONI
MARGARET FARREN-PRICE
JOHN HIGGS AM
JULIE KANTOR
EDA RITCHIE AM
_ 
FOUNDING BENFACTORS:

THE KANTOR FAMILY
THE CALVERT-JONES FAMILY
LYN WILLIAMS AM
HELEN MACPHERSON SMITH 
TRUST
ROBERT SALZER FOUNDATION
THE HUGH WILLIAMSON 
FOUNDATION 

OUR

PARTNERS

Join our other  
Great Performers

Lady Potter AC
Hans & Petra Henkell
Geoff & Jan Phillips
An enthusiastic group of patrons from Melbourne’s
legal community



_ 
The more you purchase the more you save: up 
to 30% on the regular ticket price. Save 10% on 
additional tickets for Great Performers concerts.
_ 
Full-pack subscribers recieve one 
complimentary ticket per year for you to 
introduce a friend to Great Performers.1

_ 
Sit in the same seats for all your concerts,
the best seats in the house.
_ 
Full-pack purchasers can renew their seats
year after year.
_ 
Plans changed? Exchange your tickets for 
another Great Performers recital. We’ll waive 
the exchange fee.2

_ 
Subscribe by 31 October 2014 and receive a free 
Melbourne Recital Centre Annual Membership 
(valued at $50) to unlock further benefits 
and discounts.3

_ 
Priority access to other Great Performers and 
select Melbourne Recital Centre events.
_ 
Join us for free pre-concert talks 45 minutes 
before each performance.

GREAT

PERFORMERS

PACKAGES

In 2015, you can save on tickets 
and have the flexibility of a 
choose-your-own Season Ticket 
Package. Purchase all ten 
concerts to enjoy the greatest 
saving and additional benefits, 
or purchase a Flexible Package
to personalise your experience.

1. Redeemable for Great Performers 2015 concerts occurring between 1 January and 30 June 2015, tickets are best available, subject to availability; 
2. Only valid for four- and six- and eight-packs; 3. Free Melbourne Recital Centre Annual Membership offer valid until 30 October 2015. Limit of one 
Annual Membership per household. Your Membership pack will be fulfilled separately to your Season Tickets. Membership is not exchangeable, 
transferable or redeemable for cash. If you are already a Member, an additional year will be added to your existing Membership.

Great 
Benefits 



_
SONOS PLAY:1 

Fill your home with music with a Sonos wireless 
HiFi system that includes a SONOS PLAY:1 mini 
but mighty wireless speaker and SONOS 
BRIDGE. No other wireless speaker packs so 
much hifi sound into such a compact design.
Spiraling highs, thundering lows, and deep, 
crystal clear sound at any volume. Sonos lets 
you stream all the music on earth to any room 
using your smartphone, tablet or PC.

4. SONOS PLAY: 1 draw terms and conditions: Renew your existing or purchase new Melbourne Recital Centre Great Performers season ticket package(s) by 
31 October 2014 to be entered into the draw to win one of five SONOS PLAY:1 wireless speakers, RRP $299 each (total prize pool valued at $1495). The draw 
will be conducted on Friday 7 November at Melbourne Recital Centre. 31 Sturt Street, Southbank, Victoria 3006. Winners will be notified on Monday 9 
November by phone/email.

Renew & Win 
a Great Prize4

Renew or purchase your Great 
Performers 2015 Season Tickets 
by Friday 31 October 2014 to be 
automatically entered into the 
draw to win one of five SONOS 
PLAY: 1 wireless speakers4.
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TELEPHONE 03 9699 3333 · MELBOURNERECITAL.COM.AU  


